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| To my Worthy Friend AM Thomas 
| Jacomb, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Martins 
| Ludgarte. 


\ 


Know that I ſhall but revive your 
griet by ſending this Sermon to your 
hands ; bllt it1s a trouble which you 
have drawn upon your [elt, by defiring 
to ſee that which you heard, Jt was 
not meet that I ſhould refit your re- 

\ queſt, becauſe he whom had reaſon tolove as my ſelf, 
| _ uſed todeny you nothing ; yet if I had obtained leifure 
ro have conſidered theſe things over again more deep- 
© ly, youmight have ſeen them (it is poſſible) preſſed 
| with-more weight of argument , and put into a 
' a .. moreexact order : But fince you were deſirous that 


» Iwoulddiſpatch them to the Preſs ſpeedily, theſe Pa- 
= pers come to you toentreat you, that you will be cont» 
., may (iris likely) be diſcerned in them. And, if I 


could requite you in a greater matter, by alleviating 
your griets, and helping you co bear your ſorrows, 1 | A 
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| - tent to bear a ſhare in the faults that by reaſon of haſte 
| 
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IG 


il The Epiſtle Dedicatory. | 
ſhould readily lend you my hands,yea & my ſhoulders. 
Butchanks be ro God you need not my aſſiſtance, bur 
have learnt to bear patiently this ſad providence. Ic is. 
an eafie matter to be. pleaſed with Gods providences 
when he doth what we would have him but to rejoy ce 
in adverſe things, and to ſuck ſome fweetnels out of 
gall and wormwood, is very hard. Every body can 
threſh corn our of full ſheaves, and ferch water out of 
the Thames ,, but to bring an harveſt out of the dry 
ſtubble, and to Craw water out of arcck, ts the work 
only of a divine power which can bring good out of 
evil. 1 need not doubt but you are indued with it, 
and that God will comfort you with the ſame comforts 
wherewith you comtort others, and that you will ſay 
Even this 1s good too. Let me have a ſhare in your 
prayers that it may be ſanctified to me allo, who ought 
to think my ſelf concerned in it, and I ſhallever remain. 


” . 
Your true Friend to ferve you, 
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To the Right Worſhipfull 
THOMAS VINER 


Alderman of the City of London, and the reft 
of the inhabirants of the Pariſh of Mary Woolnorh 


Lumbardſtreet. 


I HEN the ſoul i ſet in ſad circumſtances, 
ard cloathed with black and mournfull 
PA thoughts, it is very apt to hearken to ſo- 
Tag ber Counſels, and 10 entertain pious pur- 
poſes and reſolutions. 1 imagine it poſ- 
ible that the ſight of the Corps of your 
| eloved Paſtor , might open a wider gate 
th:n ordinary for the traths which were then propounard ro 
enter into your hearts, and that in that ſad ſilence of your ſouls. 
they might have more of your attention, and better audi- 
ence, If they found any good acceptance with you then y 
they come now again to-ask you whether you ſtill ftand ſo af 
feited,and continne in the ſame mind, and can findin your 
heart upon a ſecond motion to renew your goed reſolutions, 
Fo? when the ſoul that hath been ſhut up init ſelf, ſhall 
bat open again to let in ſome light of mirth and gladneſs ,. 
all our ſad and ſerious pope are ready to run.ont at the 
q: 


ſame: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſame door, winleſs we take good beed and give an expreſs 
command for their ſtay by laying faſt Fold upon them. 
When the ſouls grows gay and | way again, it is apt to 
look upon its former reſolves but as Melancholy fancies , 
or toretain only ſuch a weak remembrance of them as we do 
of the ſhadow of a dream , or they ſeems as things do that 
we are runa zreat way from, and have left far behind ns, 
which when we were preſent loskt as big 4s a Church Steeple, 
but now at a diftance ſeem no bigger then the ſtump of a 
Tree. And therefore it is neceſſary that you ask your ſelves 
how the truths that were then plainly repreſented, appear 
unte you at ten or eleven dayes diſtance from them. Ask 
gonr ſelves 1 (ay, whether now they appear ſo griat and 
weizhty as its poſsible they might when you were very near 
unto them,and whether now that you are ccunting your m0- 
ney and about your trades,you have as good a mind to reckon 
your dayes aright,as perhaps you had when God and you were 
reckoning togethiy, If you would know your ſouls arizbt, 
and be acquainted with your own temper,you muſt take your 
ſelves in all meods,beth when you are merry and when you 
are ſad, whcn you arein health as well as when you are ſick; 
and if you like the ſam: truths alike at all times, it is an ar- 
gument of a healthfai conſlitution. So ſome of the Perſian 
wiſe men adviſed that a man ſhould conſider of a buſineſs 
both when he had drunk liberally and when he was faſting, 
#n the night and inthe day, when he was angry and whey he 
was wellpleaſed, and he might be ſure it was a reaſonable 
thing if it appeared ſo from whatſoever ſtation he looked 
wpon it, In like manner 1 adviſe and intreat you to conſoder 
whether you like theſe things not only when you were (wal- 
lowed up with ſorrow, but now that you bave dried your 
eyes. Do they appear the [ame now to your ſight, that they 
did when you lookt upon them through tears ? can you like 
theſe things in ſhops, as you did in the Church? Now that 
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they are preſented to your eyes a3 when they flrack.your ears?” 
Ask your ſonls whether they are at ſo ws leiſure. as to con- 

ſlder once more of them. Tell your ſelves whether any ſucb 

ſence of the truth remain upon them, that you will try how 

you like them upon ſecond thoughts, And I pray our good 

God that whoſoever of you taketh a review of theſe things, . 

way learn ſo much of this Divine Art as to take an account 

of the aayes he hath paſſed, to keep a fair account of the 

reſt of his life, and to give up hu accounts with joy at the. 

day of our Lord, 1 aſe this baldneſs and freedom of ſpeech 

10 y0u, becauſe you have been uſed unto it by my dear friend, 

and becauſe 1 think thereby 1 ſhall beſt ſerve both the truth 

and you. Let me be ſoimportunate therefore with you as to 
conjure you by all the names of love and dearneſs, by all 

that is pretious and valuable 10 you, by the remembrance of 

orr Lord , by the remembrance of all the ſervants of 

the Lord that have laboured among you,by the Jove you bear ' 

to y-ur own ſouls, and 4s you deſire after heaven, that you 

w:l conſider ſeriouſly how pretions a thing a day is, and that . 

yeu will not ſpend it all in the buſineſs of this world, much 

l:ſs 1n ſports and recreations, but let God have a confidera- 

ble portton of it. Some of the Heathens have carefully pro- 

hibited the waſtefull miſpenſe of mens hours;and therefore 1 Naxadur- - 
may well be ſuffered if 1 be urgent with you to redeem thens, 700: 
It © 4a xotable Teſtimony that Alian gives of the:-Lacede- wnizyrs 
monians, that they were hugely parhmon/ous and even "* xtire | 
covetous of their time , rn it all about neceſſary y. Fc. 
thinzs,and ſuffering no CitiFen either 19 be idle or to "ya L 2 ar, 
In ſo much that when it was told that ſome uſed to walk in "2 
the afternoons for their recreation,the Ephori forbadt it as 


' ſawvouring of pleaſure, 1nd wonld have them 10 recreate their 


bodies by ſome -manly exerciſes which had ſome profit in. 
them,and would breed them to be ſerwicable to the Commdsy - 
200d, How much will they ſhame us.in the day of juegonces ; 
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when it ſhall appear that «ll this thriftineſs of theirs was "20 

wot ſo much for their ſouls, as for the profit of their City, 

and we would not ſs half ſo much care for immortal be- 

ings and the ſeturing of a better Conntrey which is an hea- 

Ih, cap. 28- yenty.  Themiſtocles ſeeing two Cocks fight when he was 
. going to abatile, poinged bu Sonlaters to them, and ſaid, f 

Do yew ſee yonaer Combatants how valianily they deal their 

blows ? and yet they fight not for their Countrey,nor for their 

Gods, nor for the honour of their A nceſtors,no nor for gls- 

ry, nor liberty, nor children, but meerly to overcome and 

crow over the wanquiſhed. What conrage then my brave 
Countreymen, ſhould this put into your hearts, on whoſe reſo- 

lution all: theſe depend,and by whoſe valour they ſubſuſt? The 

ſame 1 ſay toyou, Do you ſee how ſparing and ſaving of their 

rime the Old Lacedemonians were? Andyct it was not for 

the worſhipping of their Gods, nor for the attending to their | 

Vheatly fouls,8&c. but meerly that they might be hardy Souldiers and | | 
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G —_— a migbt overcome all their enemies. How good Husbanas 


time Tthey ought we alltobe 2 how valiantly ſhould we reſiſt all | 
Theeves and Robbers thats would fleal away our time from | 
w © when it is fir God, for heaven, for the ſafety of our 
ſouls,yes and for our happineſs,peace and quiet in this world ef 
alſo. If this diſcourſe may any thing quicken you, let not 
me be forgot in thoſe good hours that you ſpend with God,and 
1 ſhall not forget to pray for you, that be would provide 4 
Paſtor for you. after his own heart, that will feed you with "0 
knowledge and underflanding, and guide you in the good 
old paths that lead io any life. | 


Your Servant in the Lord Jeſus, 


_ "4 | Simon Patrick. 
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PsALM 90.132, 00 
So teach us to number our dayes, that we may apply our al 
hearts unto Wiſom. | 


z F I were come hither to vent 'my own 
paſſions, they would have been better | 4 
pleaſed in the choice of ſome other Text (=D 
> then this that L have read unto you. 
, When | fi:ſt heard of the departure of 
mine and your dear friend, thoſe words 
of Dawid did ſtrike my mind, and me thought did very 
well fit my mouth, with che alteration of a name only. | 
1 ams difireſſed for thee my Brother Jacomb, weryplea-, 
ſant haſt thou been tome, thy love 10 me was, wonderfull, ES 
paſsing the love of Women, Upon this Text it is poſ- 
fible that affeQion would have taught me __ 
| B  Griet 


Dirvine Arithmetick, Or 
_ Grief it ſelf it would have been pleaſed that, I ſhould 
have related his pleaſantneſs. Sorrow would have beea 
contented chat I ſhould have remembred the joyes of- 
his-fociety ; for they would have been huge gainers- 
by it in the concluſion, when the heat and ardency of 
the affetion would have but ended in greater drops of 
rears for the loſs of ſucha friend. Oh how willing- 
ly could I fill your ears with ſuch pathetick groans as 
thoſe of David ſaying, O my Friend, my Friend, would 
Gcd 1 had aied for thee my friend , my friend! And 
then I imagine that I ſhould hear the reboation of ah 
univerſal groan from all your hearts, more ſad then his 
dolefull knell. 1 imaginethar at leaſt you would ſay 
in your thoughts as the Diſciples did, when they ſaw 
our Saviour weep, Behold how he lovedhim | It were 
eaſie with a yery little art ro make this place a Bochim, 
a place of weepers, ſo that itſhould be ſaid by thoſe thar 
ſee you, as they ſaid at good Facob's Funeral, This is 4 
grievous mourning 10 this pew But then my beloved, 
when the flood was a little taln,and the tempeſt blown - 
over, when reaſon 2nd religion had leave to return and 
rake their places, you and I would begin toask our 
ſelves, What have we done? what a folly is it ro ſuffer 
ſuch a deln2e that ſhould drown the thoughts of God? 
what forgetfulneſs to ler grief ſtifle the motions of our 
ſoul to him that ought to have the precedence of all our 
other-relations 2 thenthould we begin againto lament 
our too forward lamentations, then ſhould we call for 
a new tide to waſh away the former mud. Yea and 
the ſoul of our pious Brother if it could be ſenſible of 
what we ſay and do here,would be much grieved too, 
that he ſhould leave ſuch an unwotrhy friend behind 
him to diſcourſe at his Funeral, as knew not how to 
prefer Gods honour, before all the reſpe that is owing | 
unto bim, . ': 


\ #4 © & 


himto his face and openly contemaned his ia 
—— : B 2 


I will remember cherefore chat it was his deſire, and 


- ought to be mige alſo, that I ſhould. ſerve the good of 


your ſouls, and accordingly I ſhall ſpeak as mych as I 
can for God , before 1 ſpeak any thing of him. And 
what I ſay of him, I ſhall endeavour likewiſe way re- 
fle honour and glory uponGod,and redound to your 
profit and edification, 

For this purpoſe I have choſen theſe words of the 
Pſalmiſt, whichare no leſs ſuitable to the accafion,then 
they will ſeem perhaps to ſome of you to be to the 
times wherein we live. 

The Title of the Pſalm tells us that they are part of 
a prayer of <Moſes the man of God,and as the Chaldge 
Paraphraſe ſaith,of a prayer which he made when the 
children of 1/r4el finned in the wilderneſs, and many 
of them were ſuddealy cut off, and:the reſt waſted away 
in that barren-place, He begins his addreſs to God wich 
an acknowledgement of his eternity, and everliving 
goodneſs, and of mans dependence on him, even as a 
word doth upon the mouth of him that ſpeaks it ; ſo 
that if he do but ſay toman Rerwy, he preſently goes 
unto his duſt, wer. 1, 2,3, 4. Andmore-eſpecially he 
acknowledgeth how obnoxious men-have made them- 
ſelves to God by contumacy and rebellion againſt himz 
and how they ſhorten too often:their own lives by kigd- 
ling theanger of God againſt them, from wer. 5. to 
ver, 10. where he ſhews/how he ſweeps them away as 


a torrent that bears all before ic; how he ſurprizeth "52 5: 


them ſaddenly when -y never dream of it; and 
makes them wither away like a flower by :ſome unex- 
pected nipping blaſt, that cauſerh jt-ro, hang. down 
its head and die: The reaſon of which ſeverity-and 
ſharp praceeding is from their ſins, whereby they dar'd 


yerment, 
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Dirome Arithmetick, Or 
vernment. This was the very caſe of ite Iſraelites in 
the wilderneſs, when the wrath of God came upon 
them and flew the fatteſt of rhem, and ſmote down 
| thechoſen men among them, 3s it is Pſal. 87. 31, 

But how inconfiderate fool:h man is, in thus finning 
againſt God, the Pſalmiſt ſeems to confeſs when he 
faith, ver, 10. The dayes of our years are threeſcore years 
aud ten, and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be fourſcore 
gears, yet is their ſtrength labour and ſorrow,&c, i.e, There 


1s noneed to ſtir up thy wrath: for our dayes are ſhort 


enough of themſelves: we have mnch ado to crawle ro 
eighty years: and if we do, the very weakneſs and in- 
firmities of our age will breed us ſufficient trouble and 
forrow without any additional griefs from the juſt diſ- 
pleaſure of the Almighty. 

And yet for all this, he ſadly complains that very 
few minded or conſidered the power of Gods anger, 
which is as great as men can poſſibly fear or imagine ir 
to be,and greateſt of all roward thoſe that profeſs to 
fear him, but yet rebell againſt him, wer. 11. Who knows 
the power of thy anger, erc. Alas! very few that conſider 
how often they provoke God, how jealous he is of 
his name, and conſequently how ſhort their dayes are 
like to be who do diſhonour unto it. In the words of m 
Text therefore he heartily beſeeches the Lord that he 
would teach them to number their dayes as they ought, 
'and promiſes that ( after all theſe correRions ) they 
will bring a heart of wiſdom. For ſo the words run 
in the Hebrew,as obviouſly as may be to any ones ob- 
ſervation , ſhew us ſo (4. e. lo as we ſhould ) to number 
our dayes n2IN 557 827) And we will bring a heart 
of wiſdom, or a wile heart. : 

According to this rendring of them, they contain 4 
Breyer i0 God, and 4 Promiſe of mans. He firſt prayes 

for 


Tr. J 


| The Right Art of numbring our Dayes. «© © 


for ſome thing that he would have God to do, Teach ws 
ſo to number our dayesy and Secondly he-promiles ſome- 
thing that they will do ; We will bring a wiſe heart. 
Or according to the ordinary tranſlation;rhe words are 
an intire petition, Firſt for grace to teach us to num- 
ber our dayes aright ; Secondly for effeQtual grace thax 
may ſo teach us that good may come of it z ſo that 


- there may be ſome good effect of the account,and it. 


may amount to ſome valuable conſideration. 

] ſhall negle& neither of theſe tranſlations, nar any 
elſe that ſhall appear to be genuine and unforced, but 
ſhall ſpeak to them in theſe following Obſervations,or 
in the uſe and application of them. 

Firſt, That we are very apt to miſreckon,and in nothing 
more then in the buſineſs of life. 

Secondly, That onr life is very ſhort if we take it at the 
beſt. | 
Thirdly, That the right nambring of our dayes is ear = 
neſtly and diligently tobe inquired out. 

Fourthly, That the beſt diſpsſition to attain this true 


- Art of numbring is a pray'ng heart and 4 pious mind. 


For the firſt, itis moſt plainly ſuppoſed in that we 
needa Maſter to teach us to reckon right. It would 
be worth my pains toſhew you how much we are out 
in our accounts about the things of this world. What 
a ſumm do we.make theſeCyphers,theſe empty nothings 
amount unto? Whata rate do we ſet upon riches ? at 


what buge ſumms do we purchaſe honours 2 &#c. How 


vainly do we think that ſuch an enjoyment will make 
an adadtion to our cantentment:how eo we multiply our 
hopes without any certainty , &'c, And in the mean 
time heaven and all the great realities of another world 
and for nothing in our account. So-in reference to 
our (elves I might ſhew you, how few ins or miſcarri- 

B 3 | ages 


Es 
#4 # 


bas 3 


Is 


Luke 12,19. 


2perme take any notice of, if ever wehappen (which 
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is but ſeldom) to call our ſelves co an account, and 
how many deeds we very falſely reckon up, Bur 
I ſhall confine my ſelf to the bad Arithmerick of men 
in numbring of their days, which the Text moſt na- 
turally leads me unto ; and ina few words 1 (hall ſhew 
you how menmiſreckonin the buſine's of. lite. 

Firſt, They are very much out in their reckoning, 
if we look upon the accountit ſelf, And ſecondly, if 
we examine the rule by which rhey number. 

For the account, that is very falſe which men make. 

Firſt, About the lengrh of their days, they tell to ſo 
many thouſands, and are very loth to make an end, 
when perhaps their life may be ſum'd upin one figure, 
Yea the rich toolin the Goſpel would rather tell by 
many years then many days, ſaying, Seul,thow haſt goods 
laid up for many years, Ear, drink, and be merry, 
He that could not tell truly zo one, (for that night his 
ſoul was required ) tels till hecame to a million, 
What an huge miſtake ! what an irrrecoverable error 
was this, thatcould never be amended ! But thus do 
all men generally miſcount in the days of their 
health z and which is moſt ſtrange, even dying men 
oft-times think of nothing but recovering ,and 
-living till in the world. They number by years 
and not by days, or reckon «fl days to be long, and 
none ſhort, 

Secondly, Their account is very falſe about the qua- 
lity of theſe days. You ſhall ſcarce meet withany 
man , but he reckons ſo much -pleaſure inſuch-a 
* condition which-ſhortly he hopes to attain; 'and ac- 
counts upon {0 much joy from every mutation and 
change thar he thall make, He thinks that all his 
dayes,be they ſhort or long, mult all be-Surmer and 

| Sun- 


ts : | Oe | FT CS re en I , WS OTE EM SSM 
*:4 ny...4 s &; . Ws 2. <a I. wo 
: a > as 4 
” ja = VI © © © l Wh a - "0 $ P's. 

4 J 'T, 6... - Rd. 

12, 
- - [- Bag a> 

= * % 
% - 
5 J 
. 


Szw-ſbine: dayes, He: dreams noe of — 

(as the Scripturecalsthem) 4. e. the dayes of adverficy 

and miſery; he thinks not of a ſtorm ora tempeſt, of 

a cloud that may cover his Sky, and bring a ſad dark- 

neſs upon all his mirch and pleaſure; and fo be never 

provides againſt it, but is miſerably ſurprized when he 

ſees all his expeRations periſh, Men are like Baby- 

lon, that ſaid, T (hall fit as a Lady for ever: I ſhall ' 47- 

never know widdowhood , nor the lofs of chil- 

dren. I ſhall be happywhea I am for my ſelf, when 

Iam married, when my Father dies and leaves me a 

fair eftate; when I have builded me an houſe, and 

purchaſed fo much land, &c. And lo they reckon many 

years in the ſame manner, which mult be all days and 

no nights, all fair days and none foul. This makes 

them heavy and opprefled when the days of darkneſs 

come, and every one faith , new putaram (the fools 

Motto) I never thought of this. One (ad accident blots 

their whole account, and tels them to their griet how 

the whole wark is wrong wherein their thoughts have 

laboured. 

Thirdly, About the uſe of theſe days, they are no 

leſs dangerouſly miftaken. Men reckon that there 

are none but Play-days in their Jife,and they can find 

never 4 working day among them. All their days in 

rheir Calendar are Feſtivals : And they: are ſo. far from 

minding the buſineſs of life , 272. dreſſing up their 

ſouls for God in ablefſed eternity by Religion and 

Holineſs, that 4 S4int ſhould have norefpec from 

many that pretend to honour him, were it not thar he 

gets them leave to play more freely. The whole 

courſe of their lives is buta ſporting pang and when 

they lay aſide their worldly affairs, it is but toobtain 

leifure.to be more. frolick,. There are thoſe in _ 
. wo 
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world that do nothing elſe bac make their bodies 
ſpruce and trim; that learn to ſpeak finely, and court 
Ladies, that in the morning are imployed between the 
Jmer pei- comb and the glaſs, andin the afternoon would have 
"nem © ſpe- gthers look on them as much as they did in the glals. 
e444 Theſe account a hair or two out of their place of as 
Sen, reat moment as the ſacking of a rown; and you may 
ay they are imployed in the ſame ſenſe that Children 
are, when they are dreſſing up a Baby, 

A ſecond ſort we can not bur ſee in the world, 
whoſe ſtudy is to flatter thoſe that are great; who 
learn to crouch and comply moſt baſely with all cheir 
hamours , who gape for a place of preferment as adog 
doth fora bone ; and they know no other uſe of a day, 
but to provide for to morrow if they can. How many 
others do we ſee fit all the day at wine, and know no 
other buſineſs but to eat, and drink, and walk from one 
jolly place unto another? who turn days into nights,and 
nights into days; whoare meer Paradoxes in nature, 
deſiring to live for ever in this werld, and yet gor- 
ging themſelves as it they meant to die to day,and ne- 
verto taſte more of Gods creatures. And I wiſh I 
could not ſay there are another ſort that have nothing 
at all todo, but are eat up with lazineſs : Men that have 
no other thoughts but how they may ſpend their time 
which lies upon their hands , with leaſt trouble co 
themſelves : The vermin of the world, that do no 
good themſelves, and deyour the Jabours, yea and the 
time of others. And for thoſe who you think are 
buſte and full of imployment, that have nota day of 
play ina] Itheir lives, (unleſs they ſleep on the Lords 
day) I pray what can you fay of them, but what Seneca 
doth, operoſe nibil agunt, they take a great deal of pains 

' to donothing ! But do they do nothing,will you ſay, 
chat 


T he Right Art of numbring our Dayes. 
that labour hard all day long and-ſweat at their work 
with the ſtrength of an ox * I anſwer yes, if they 
were oxen and horſes, I ſhould commend: their pains, 
and think they deſerved a reward , but fince they have 
a diviner ſhape, I can call this toil by nobetrer name 
then « laborious loitering. The man' is miſerably ridden 
by the Beaſt, and ſeeing he takes nortime to tame it,all 
the reſt of his xoil is bur a more painful ſort of playing, 
a more ſerious kind of Idleneſs. Ask ſach a man whar 
he would do if he could live an hundred years longer 
then yet he hath done, and he would tell youthar 
he would add houſe to houſe, and increaſe his acre of 


land into an hundred, and eat & drink of the beſt ; the - 


very voice of acow or ſuch a creatufe it it could ſpeak. 
In ſuch poor fancies do theſe mens ſouls ſport them- 
ſelves & they dono more of the work of a man(which 
is to mortifie theſe carnal affetions, and ſtore their 
mind with divine knowledge) then he doth thar rolfs 
himſelf in a ſofter and more delicate lazineſs. Alas 
poor ſouls ! that play away their time in a moſt ty- 
rannous ſlavery , that are at leiſure from themſelves, 
that they*may drudge in the ſervice of baſerthings, 
And will you ſay a man that coaſts about ro every 
ſhore of the world to get riches, and lade himſelf with - 
goods , is really imployed ? His Ship takes. as long 
journies as himſelf, and is laden with as much riches as 
he pretends unto : but he knows how to make uſe of 
that riches, and he buys land, or provides for hischil- 
dren, &c. What then £ He dyes, and as to the other 
world he is worſe then Nothing. Is this all you can 
ſay of the life of a man, that he hath fair poſſeſſions, 
and provides well for thoſe thar ſtay behind him £ 


Then ſure there is no —_ tocome;or if _— 
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the man hath play'd away his day, having done nothin 
that will laſt toalleternity. Nay, if this be the wor 
ofa man, it had been better for usto have been Apes 
or ſuch like creatures, for they take leaſt pains to live, 
and they need no ſuch inheritance to leave their young 
ones. And ſoyou may lay. of him that ſtudies imper- 
xinent things, or takes up all his time with other Bars 
of this preſent world, he hath ſtood all the day idle, as 
our Saviour ſaith ro thoſe that he ſends into the Vine- 
Ev; &s yard, and his account at the laſt will appear ſo falſe, 
Tis -;95s thatit will be corrected as Ph:loxenss did the book thar 
"or X'., Was ſent to him to amend, with one great blot from 
«x2;2a1. the beginning tothe end, The very Heathens have 
Plits reproved the folly of theſe men, and given ſucha daſh 
ro their accounts, that it isa wonder they ſhould not 
begin to think how they may live, There is a ſaying 
in many mens mouths, but I wiſh they would think 
from whom it came that they may be aſhamed nor to 
3 Tes 2% gev- praiſe ir, and it 1s that which Socrates uſed, Wicked 
n_- ure 7s . men live that they may cat and drink , and good 
WO 60 ry. men eat and drink that they may live, This one 
Wh 2% 3 22%". ſaying ſtrikes I know not how many out of the -num- 
y 0 2 her of the living; and if this Heathen were alive, he 
"= cop C514) © ? b] 
” #2. Plt. would rake moſt to be dead men, playing in the ſhape 
d aud. poe'®: oof the living. - | 
2. But let us look a while upon the rule by which men 
reckon, and you ſhall ſee more clearly how bad their 
accomprs are. 

- 1- Somereckon by their age. They account that 
the old muſt needs die before thoſe that are yong z and 
they reckon that the fewer dayes any one hath ſpenr, 
the more he hath to come,and ſo few think of dying till 
they think ir cannot be avoided. DION: 
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who is old faith, I ſhall neyerliye to ſee an end of theſe 
troubles, but you that are young will behold the con- 
clufion, and perhaps that party drops into the grave in 
his youthful dayes. And he that is young ſaith, Theſe 
will be fine things to talk of when we are old , our. 
Nephews will wonder when we tell them of ſuch 
ſtrange revolutions, whea perhaps the next week he 
is (ent into the place of filence, Theſe are they 
that reckox by ages, and who think when child-hood is, 
paſt, thac Youth, Manhoog, and gray hairs are all ta 
come : Bur they forget the yulgac proverb , which 
ſome of the Jews elegantly expreſs, The old Aſs very 
often carries the skin of the young one to the market, 
Young men muſt not ler their fancy be ſo brisk as 
not to make account that they are but men : And 
what is that ; Man & like to wanity, ( faith .the 
Pſalmiſt) bis days are 45 4 ſhadow that paſſeth Phl. 144. 4 
away, 
: . Others reckon by their ſtrength and luftineſs of 
body, and imagine that their conſticution is ſo health- 
ful that they areable to wraſtle a fall with the greaceſt 
ſickneſs. Theirrule is that the beſt built houſe ſhall 
ſtand longeſt : a very falſe and deceitful rule ! For on a 
ſudden we ſee the fire of a feayer will burn upagd cone | 
ſume the beſt timbred body in.the world. The flames of \ 
a Calenture will make'him melk away as greaſe,whoſe 
ſtrengchis as the ſtrength of Kones, and whoſe fleſh is 
like unto braſs. And who can hinder his ſpirits from 
catching fire? who knows what vipers he nouriſhes 
within him by his meat and drink, and eſpecially. his 
intemperance, which will ear through his own bowels, 
even whilehis breaſts are full of milk, and his þones 
moiſtned with marrow? Fob21+23,24,who knows what 
| C 2 rottenneſs 
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who doth not know that the goodlieſt Oaks prove oft- 
times hollow and withour heart within « And there- 
fore let us not ſtay till the Axe be laid at the root and 

| the ſtroke of ſome terrible diſeaſe teach us to reckon 

4 better. 

3. Another ſort reckon by the care they have of 
themſelves. They meaſure their dayes by temperance, 

2 chaſtity and good ule of their bodies, by freedom from 

a! exceſs and riot, & whatſoever might be the matter and 

ry occaſion of diſeaſes. To lay the truth, theſe men have 

4/1 agreat many good rules,ex. gr. Too mnch oj! puts out the 

iu | Lamp. Spare diet is the greateſt cordial of natare. Diſcreet 

ft! faſting is the beſt Phyſicet. Butthey have one rule which 
I  ſpoilsall : Temperance muſt needs prolong our time. 
The moderate man ſhall have many dayes. Iris pitty 
ſuch men ſhowks never think of the chances, the ſuddain 
accidents, and unexpeced ſurprizals which yet we have 
many inſtances of in the world. Plagues and infeRi- 
ons they ſay ſooneſt ſeize on the fineſt tempers, peſti- 
lent breaths do ſooneſt choak the pureſt ſpirits. And 
there are ſecret malignant cauſes which are unknown to 


cures of known Ciſeaſes have ſometimes proved fatal 
to mens bodies. So Geſzer reports that one year he 
obſerved, Omnes plenritices a ſefFa vena expiraſſe, that 
all thoſe who were let blood in Plurifies gave up the 
Ghoſt. The opening of a vein which uſeth to give 
the ſoul breath , proved through The corruption 
of the air ( as he thinks -) ro be but the gare of 
death. 17 772 « | 
4- Others perhaps do reckon their dayes by theif 
| MY | uſefulneſs 


rottenneſs there is at the core of the faireſt fruic « and- - 


the beſt of natures Serretaries. Yea the moſt certain 
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uſefulneſs and the good which they ,do-in, the world; 


There area great many promiſes made to dutifull and 


obedient perſons, to ſuch who are charitable and mer- 
cifull to others, which may make them apt to promiſe 
ro themſelyes a certainty of long life. &. Nechonia a 


® Jew when his Schollars asked him on his death-bed 


how he came to live ſo long, He anſwered, 7 never 
ſought mine own honour by any mans diſerace. 1 never re- 
proached nor curſed my netighbour,and 1 was a liberal di- 
ſpenſer of my riches toothers, Fc. alluding it is like to 
that in Pſal.34.12,13,14. Who ts he that wouldglive long 
and ſee many dayes ff let him keep his tongue frem evil. 
But though there be ſome truth in this, y et there are 
many exceptions,and ſuch men do court wrong if they 
have no other rule bat this. For ſometimes by reaſon 
of one great fin ( as in the caſe of Moſes) ſometimes 
for the fins of others who diſcern nor ſuch Jewels, 
and ſometimes that they may nor live to ſee miſerable 
and evil times which are the puniſhments of fin, the 
good man is takenaway, You ſee the days of our dear 
Brother are ſammed up, and we are taught to number 
aright by the brevity of his life. If che King of ter- 
rors could have been affrighted by piety and uſefulneſs 
to haveler his dart faln out of his hand, I had not 
been now here, unleſs it had been to have offered $a- 
crifices of praiſe for his recovery to health again, _ 
5. A fifth ſort there are.that meaſure their own liyes 
by the lives of athers;and that not of all others neither, 
but of the longeſt livers. They bope to. attain ro the 
days of the oldeſt man in che Part 20d FO 905 har 
they may go away. in the company of the. youngeſt. 
And eſpecially if they ſee drunkards and ſuch Fen 
with gray beards upon red or rotten faces, they think 
C3 ſurely 
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ſurely that they are many miles off from a grave. I do 
not know what kind of dorage it is that poſſeſſes 
mens hearts ; but ſoit is that though they ſee many 
flowers croptin their fulleſt beauty,yet they mind not 
them ſo mnach,though they be in rheir own hands, as 
they do the reſt that ſtill Aouriſh in the garden. 
Though a wife be ſnatcht out of mens boſomes, yer 
they think to live and embrace another. Though a 
- child be raviſhed out of their arms, yet they think to 
live and get more, asif death mnſt be ſo kind as to ler 
them grow old, ſeeing he hath devoured their relations 
in their youth. You ſee now the corps of one before 
you that is gathered in the flowr of his age; and yer 
which of you1s there that doth not think that he ſhall 
be at the choice of another Miniſter,8&rhat he ſhall hear 
him preach a great many Sermons, becanle ſome in 
the Pariſh are grownfſo old as to have ſeen the Fune- 
rals of three Miniſters beſides this? I wiſh heartily 
men would but a little ponder apon this common mi- 
ſtake, and when they think of the large extent of ſome 
mens lives,they would likewiſe caſt theireyes upon the 
ſhortneſs of others,and fee whether they will not over- 
ballance the former account. 

Sixthly, Some mens rule is,that all mens dayes are 
numbred by a fatal decree,and therefore they need nor 
numberthem, They meaſure their' dayes by the ſtars, 
and fetch their rule from Aſtrology and fome ſecret 
fate: or rather they do not meaſure them ar all , nor 
make any reckoning how they live, whether piouſly or 
wicked!y,temperately orlewdly , thinking rhat the one 
cannot naturally prolong , nor the other naturally 
ſhorren men dayes. This is the Turkiſh way of 'ac- 
count, who think that every mans fortune as they call 
| it, 
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it,and the length of his dayes is written in his forehead 
by the Angel that ſtands by when heis born. And o 
one oſthem not many years ago when he was hanged 
in the Low-Countreys pointed to his forehead, as 
chovgh it was bis deſtiny and not his fault. A barba- 
rons brutiſh opinion, fit to nouriſh bloody Souldiers 
and makemen deſperate, and was no Queſtion cun- 
ningly deviſed by the Impoſtor to make them fear no 
danger. But whatſoever is determined above concer - 
ning our lives , it is plainby Scripture and reafon that 
our wiſdome,care,and good behaviour is required , and 
that by wickedneſs we may cut ſhort thoſe dayes 
which nature hath aſſigned unco them, Though there 
be an appointed time beyond which we ſhall not go, 


yet we may never come up to that time, but be taken 


away in the midſt of our dayes. 
Many ſuch falſe rules there are but it is no wonder 


if you do but confider, Firſt what a great love men_ 


hive to this world, The pleaſure and fine things 
that tickle their ſenſes, poſſeſs them with a fond defire 
of long life, that they may enjoy all the kindneſles 
which the world offers them ; and this moſt ardent de- 


fire will let them think of nothing elſe but many days. 


to entertain her courtſhips, and anſwer her love when 
the ſeems to ſmile & look with a pleafing countenance 
upon them. Or if ſhe begin afterwards to frown, they 
are loth to think of death, becauſe they hope to mend 
their fortune, or are wholly unprovided for any better 
company in another world. Facile credinus quad ven 
lawns; we would fain live long, and therefoxe we will 
not be of any other belief but that we ſhall, And the 
thoughts of death are unwelcome becauſe we loye the 
dalliznces of the fieſb ſo well, which wil cercainly by 
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ir be broken off, This falſe numbring proceeds not ſo 


_* much from the weakneſs of mens underſtanding, as 


from the wickedneſs of their wills and diſtempered at- 
fegions, They have no mind that it ſhould be trae 
that our dayes may be ſhort, and therefore they will 
think ſo as ſeldom as they can, And Secondly, the 
love of our ſelves that is in us, is of no lefs power to 
blind us and make us very fools. This will not letus. 
think that we may die preſently, though many others_ 
do. As when two Ships meet at Sea, they thar are in 
the one, think that the other ſails exceeding faſt, and 
that they themſelves go fairly and eaſily, or rather 
and ſtill; even ſoiris in this caſe. Though men ſee 
the days of another torun away like a Poſt, and fly 
after the manner of a {witt Ship that (aileth by (as Fob 
ſpeaks ) yet they think that they chemſelves ſcarce ſtir 
at all,and that their time runs on more ſlowly,and they 
ſeem to be now no older nor nearer unto their graves 
then they were a year or two ago. They feel their 
blood doth dance as pleaſantly through their veins, 
and the light ſparkles as clearly in their eyes, and their 
fleſh is as warm and moiſt as formerly they uſed, and 
ſo they think their life is no ſhorter then ir was, be- 
cauſe they fee] no ſenſible decays in their nature. 
A third reaſon of which miſtake is, that the ſhortneſs 
of their thoughts will not tet them number aright. 
Moſifmen look but at a few things, and thole few they 
confider of by halfs,and that half they ſearch not to the 
botrom,and ſo they miſtake lamentably, and call thoſe 
years which are but days, and think they live when 
they lie rotting in their graves, I conceic ſuch 
men who ſeldom ſeriouſly think , to be like roa 
child that knows not bow much twenty is, who ima- 
gines 
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quence, that we had all need make great ſpeed to cor- 


ginese is a nnmber that can ſcarce be told. - If they . 
think of living twenty or thirty years, their ſhore 
thoughts makes them ſeem to be time that will never 
have an end, wherein they may accompliſh all their de- 
fires. And thongh they know that chey may fall far ſhore 
of ſuch an age, yet they only know it,and think no lon- 
ger of it then alicrle child with whoſe thoughts the 
next object runsaway. Ir is one of the great miſchiefs 
of the world that ſo' few love to confider, and of all - 
other things they leaſt love to conſider themſelves,and | - 
of all parts of Cifinoninige they leaſt know what 
to do with themſelves. Many can tell what life is, who 

know not how to live;zmany that confeſs how ſhort it is, ) 
who throw it away as if they had too much, 

This miſtake is of ſo evil and dangerous conſe- 


/ 


re it. Elſe we ſhall begin to think of living whea ir is 
to0 late, and ſome will aever think of ir at all, and 
the beſt will cry our, 


0 mihipreteritos, &c. 


O that God would give me again that time which is 2X 
flown away. O.chat I could call back a day that I might "2 
ſpend it better ! | | 
And that I may quicken you to reform this errone- 
ous account, Let me give a brief touch upon the ſe- _ 
_ Obſervation,and the Lord make it to touch your EN 
carts, - 
Our life is but very ſhort if we take it at the beſt,ſe- obſer. at _ 
parate from all thoſe dangers which are continually 
impendenc over us. You all know this, and areapt 
co be guilty of another _— which is to Kun 
this 
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this Doarine of the brevity of mans life but a dry and 
tiite theam ; and therefore believe ir, and be afteed 
with theſe two things inche text which do point to this. 
obſervation, which are all chat I ſhall mention. 
x. Our lite is but dayes. He doth not ſay Teach ns 
ronumber our years; for it isnot lafe for us to account 
upon too much, leaft we ſhould we be deceived in our 
computation, Yea Fob faith that man who is born of 
a Womin, is but of tew dayes and full of trouble he 
comes up likea flower, and is cut down; he fleeth alſo 
as a ſhadow and continueth not, Fob 14. I, 2. Seneca 
makes the fame obſervation from his Poet, that I do 
here from the divine Pfalmiſt, p 


Optima queqne dies miſerss mortalibus av 
Prima ful, | 


He ſaith not eas, ſaich he, but dies; he ſpeaks nor 
oi an age but a day, that thy thoughts might nor be 
infinite, Why then doſt thou promiſe to thy ſelf ( as 
he goes on) moneths and years, and whatſoever thy 
inordinate deſire of life liſteth? De die tecum loquitur,es 
hoc ipſo fugiente. He (peaks to thee of a day, and thar 
Is upon the wing too hafting very faſt away, So may I 
ſay,the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks to thee of dayes, it will not be 
long ere one Sun be ſet, and then thou lieſt in the arms. 
of the Brother of death. If another day ſhine upon. 
thy head, yer it flies likewiſe as an Eagle tharhaſteth 
* tohis prey, and it will be a greater wonder if thou out+ 
. liveall che accidents and dangers of one day,then that 
| Mhoudieſt and deſcendeſt to thy grave.. Yet ſome of 
- the Heathens will not-allow us ſucha: large meaſure 
_ for: urlivesas aday, nor ſuffer us to account above- 

an. 
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ap hour, ora minute, ax if there be any chingleſscheo 
the leaſt minute ; ſach a dimminative expreſſion hath 
Plutarch ſomewhere concerning it. 5944 xpre mis 5 85. 


All our life is but a point of time, which Sexece well in- Puattum cf 
terprets when he ſaith, Itis but a point, yea leſs then 94 24% 
a point that we live, If we believed this, we ſhould not rect wh 
draw ſo long a line of life as we doin our Phanſie,nor mizs. = 


deſcribe ſuch a large circle wherein we make a thou- 
ſand figures, and have infinite contrivances as though ic 
were withont any end. 

2, Our dayes may. be numbred, and therefore they 
are but few. If he had ſaid years, yer ſeeing eyery 
body can count them, we could not juſtly look upon 
them as long. That which every man can reckon is 
but liccle ; and that is infinite which no man can num- 
ber. As who can tell the dayes of eternity « What 
rhqught can conceive the duration of God whoever 
was and tis and will be 2 But every fool can tell what 
the dayes of man is if he will but ſer his mind to the 
account. You can ſay of man no more but thathe 
hath been ſo many years, and that he is, and nobody 
can tell whether he ſhall be. Here you are ata ſtop, 
unleſs you will at random ſpeak of a few dayes that 
—_—_ ſhall never come; or if they do, Moſes dare let 

is pen run no further then eighty year, and theſe pals 
away as a tale that is cold, Or if you will venture to 
tell by the Son ot Sirachs account, they are bur a hugs 
dred,according as you read in Eccleſ. 18. 9g. 10. The 
number of mans dayes at the moſt are but an bundredyearsy 
45 4 drop of water 10 the Sea, and a gravel flone in com- 
pariſon of the ſand, ſoare a thouiand years tothedayes 
of eternity. | 

Which if we did ſerionſly believe, then firſt we 

| D 2 ſhould 


ſhould nor: defire, love , or deſign any thing in this 


Dirvine Arithmetick, Or © 


world, as though we ſhould live to the years of Merhn- 
ſaleh, or be like Melchizedeck , without end ofdayes. 


How ſoon might we tell what would content us, if-we. 
could bur tell our dayes aright 2 what a juſt meaſure. 


ſhould we ſer. to all our affections, if- we had bur 
once meaſured our time and drawn it into-a narrow 
compaſs ? innumerable deſigns would vaniſh out of 
our minds, even as a ſhadow doth when the Sun 
ſhrinks in his head , if we did but look upon- our 


ſelves as a ſhadow, and our lives as a vapour that goes- 


out of our mouths. And ſecondly , it we did feri- 


ouſly think what a few figures will ſerve to number. 
our years when we have the'r total:ſum, and how- 
many of them are ſpent before we can-do agy more - 
then a Beaſt, and how many we caſt away without : 


confide:ing-after we are men, and how. many: ne- 


ceſſary refreſhments by meat and drink, and fleep,will. 
ſt!}] devour, we would not be ſo prodigal and laviſh of 


the ſmall number that remains, but ſave them for good 


nſes and the ſervice of our ſouls. We would never. 


indure tobe ſuch ſpend-thrifts of that of which .only 


we can be honeſtly covetous, bur rate our time at ſuch. 


a price,that one minute of it-would ſeem-more yaluable 
then 2ll che world. | 
The- belief of - theſe. things that- men- accoune 


ſo common, that they ſcarce think- of them , would 
not ſuffer men to be ſo late before they begin to. 
live. They would inſtantly. ſtep beyond reſo-- 


lution, and labour- to do their work leſt: they 


ſhould: have no time to do it-in, Ir is a wiſe and. 


good ſaying of Seneca, Male vivunt qui ſemper wive- 


re incipiums. They never live well who are. always. 
bee- 


beginning to live, Yet this isthe ſtate of moſtmen 
in the world who are atall awakened, they reſolve to. 
live coo morrow or the next. week, when their buſi- 
neſsis over, and then they. reſolve again, and ſer-ano- 
ther. day, or perhaps they.pray,. and read, and begin 
a better life tor a few dayes, at the end of-which-ſome. 
occaſion breaks off: all : And then they are to begin. 
again, and new reſolutions come into their minds,and- 
if- God be content to ſtay their leiſure. a few dayes 
hence, he ſhall hear more of them : As if they had 
their-times in their own. bands, and could make death: 
wait: npon- them till chey thought: good ro-come to 
their graves. How ſtrangely do men forget them« 
ſelves « how dead do many good notions lie in their 
minds 2: one would think they were in a-dream for 
like men ina {leep, they ſay yea and no. to all the que- 
ſtions weask; and yet:remember nothing . that-is faid.. 
Ask them if their life. be ſhort, and-rtheir dayes-uncer- 
rain; they will fetch a ſigh. 8 ſay that all fleſh is graſs,or 
as the flower of graſs that ſoon fadeth away: Ask them 
if they have no work to do bur may take their pleaſure, 
and they ſay that all eternity depends on this momear; 
that their work- is great, and their time is little, .and 
their account is- dreadful. Ask them if- - God-will. 
take the dregs of their time, and be. comeat with che. 
bottom of their dayes, and thiey will judge it uareaſo» 
mable. Yea ask them if it be fitthat he ſhould ler ſach 
live thar do nothing for him, and they cannot but ſay 
that we kill vermin, caterpillers, and ſuch like things - 
thatdeſtroy Gods Creatures, but bring no good co the. 
world. Would you not expe&t now that they who 
make ſuch acknowledgements, ſhould be bufte about 
their ſalvation £2: would you not: imagine: that: theyy 
| D:3 eſteemed: 
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eſteemed time more then thouſands of gold and ſilver? 


Alas, ! their ſenſes are all lockt up. they are faſt aſleep, 
thongh they thus ſpeak ; not one {yllable of this 


comes from their hearts, but they talk of dying and 
the grave as if they had feen nor thought of either, 
If hey had a thouſand years ſtill co live ia the wortd, 
they could not bermore droufie about cheir ſouls, nor 
moreexpenſive and waſtefull of their precious hours, 
then they are inthis ſhort moment of which they talk, 
Awake, Awake for the ſake of your poor fouls. Let 
it feel it ſelf I beſeech you, and ſhake off theſe heavy 
and ſleepy thoughts that hang upon its mind. O let ir 
not talk like the ſoul of a bird that prattles according 
a it is taught, but ler it took into a grave, let it reaſon 
with it ſelt about the true number of our dayes, ler it 
ſpeak its ſenſe to the full, and ſlate things ſo that thou 
mayſt not only reſolve to live, but make account that 
thou muſt either live now or never, for any thing thy 
ſoul can tell, Tf I could fee any foul looking forth 
out of its Tomb, and mind lifting up its head, and 
demanding leave of the body that it may live, how 


' bleſſed an hour thould I connt this! IT would reckon 


it among the beſt times of my lite, and ic would tarn 
all my preſent ſorrow into joy, that God hath got a 
friend when I loſt one, O let us not wound the air 
with noiſes of death and judgement, and your hearts 
remain inſenfible and unnoved. Let us nor ſeem as 
fools that fill the world with ſounds and clamours, 
which no body heeds or gives ear unto, Who do 
we preach unto but men ; what do we preach for, if 
you will not beleive? to what purpoſe do we call 
for belief if you will not conſider? and how ſhould ir 
come to paſs thata-thing of daily occurrence as death 

is, 
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isſhould work nomoreifmen did comfider 2 We could 
find no worſe eacertainment : frony a herd. of beaſts 
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then we do from many men, if we ſhould preach unto }. 


them : And we ſhall be as unfucceſsfull upon incon- 
{iderate men, as upon the Birds that fly over our beads; 
for men that will not conſider , will not be men, 
Therefore I beſeech you reſolve to take things into 
youf more retired thoughts; and whoſoever he be 
that lays. his eyes upon theſe Papers,let him well con- 
fider what IT have to ſay upon the third Obſeryation 
which is chiefly intended, and it is this. - - 4 
The right numbring of our dayes is earnefily anal dilt- 
gently tobe enquired out. It is plain enough from the 
prayer of this man of God. For his prayer for learning 


ſhewes that we are: highly concerned in the numbring: 


of our dayes, and his prayer to be taught 50, ſignifies 
that he defires ro be taught as is before expreſſed in the 
Pſalm, or elfe Ss fignithes right or-well without: any 
miſtake. For we find the Hebrew worg, [2 which is 
here rendred Ss, taken for rightand wel; as Numb. 
27. 7. MM JI &Cc. right bave the daughters of Zelo- 
phedad fpoken,&c. and 2 Kings 7, 9. the lepers ſay, 
COW NMR (2.8? pe do wot well, this day is 8 day of good 
tyaings. And therefore thus we may reader the Pſal- 
miſts words, Teach ws aright and well to number our dayes, 
or Teach, ſo as we thould, ec. Butthe ſenſe will be the 
ſame every way, becauſe we-ſhall reckon aright-if we 
number $0. aShe ſpoke before in the Pialm. How is 
that will you ſay? what is the right and good account 2 

I ſhall ſpare the labour of giving you reaſons why 
you ſhould fo diligently inquire, ( in hope thac you 
area little awakened by. what hath'been faid; and in 


fear that I ſhould extend this diſcourſe: beyond the 
teagth 


Obſer, 3. 
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tength of a Sermon ) And anſwer to the Qyeſtion as 
diſtiaQly as I can with ſome reference unto what you 
find in this Pſalm. 

The word numbring isa word of confideration,and 
Ggnifies a medicating or caſting in our mind, a ſeri- 
ous thinking wich our ſelves what our dayes are, and 
for what end and purpoſe our lite is given unto us. 
Andif we would not miſtake in our accounts of which 
there is ſuch danger, Then 

Let-us number by ones, Let all our account be pure 
addition, and that but by unites. Let us not multiply 
our dayes too faſt in our own thoughts, wor venture to 
add one moment to another till God add it. I mean, we 
muſt reckon only apon what is preſent , and ac- 
count that all our time that is to come, is in Gods 
hands, which we muſt not number to our ſelves be- 
caule it is none of our own. And fo wer, 3. the Pſal- 
miſt ſaith, Thou twrneſt man to deſtruttion, 8c, i.e.Man 
is wholly inthy power,and he hath no more then thou 
giveſt him', and the next moment if thou ſaiſt re- 
turn, he gives up the Ghoſt. This now therefore is only 
ours, and ſo we muſt ſet that down,and there ſtay till 
God beſtow another moment upon us. He may be 
poor enough that will value his eftate by what he hath 
only in hopes; and yet ſuchan one is he that reckons - 
his ſtock of time by what is future, He was a diſtra- 
Red man who ſtood at the Key at Athens and took a 
note af all the goods in the Ships that came into the 
port and made account that they were his; yet juſt 
ſuch is the vanity of a man that puts more time into his 
accounts then this preſent inſtant ; for he reckons ano- 
thers goods, not his own, he takes that which is in the 
hands of God only { who was, is, and is to come) to 

be 
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The Right Art of numbring our Dayes. 
be his own proper poſſeſſion. - He that numbers thus, 


muſt reckon overagain before he reckon right ; and it - 


he will account what is his, he muſt take great heed 
that he ſer not down in the ſumm that which is Gods, 
and none of his yer. Let him {ay Now I am, and I 


ſhall be as long as God pleaſeth, in whoſe hand is the - 


breath of my noſtrils. He that is haſty and quick in 
caſting of accounts you know,is frequently miſtaken; 
and the ſureſt way is to proceed leilurely and flowly 
that we may mind the figures and comprehend the 
numbers clearly in our thoughts. There is noleis 
danger in letting our thoughts run too faſt when we 
are about thele ſacred accounts ; let us ſtay and pauſe, 
lec our minds go along with the moments that number 
our time, but not outrua them; for then all ouraccounts' 
will be buta fancy becauſe we have put into'them 
more then is our own. If we could reckon thus, and tell 
no faſter then God adds unto our dayes, ane increales 
our ſtock of time, then God would be mote in our 
thoughts, we could not but be more ſenfible of our de- 
pendence upon him, and acknowledge him more feri- 
ouſly in all our wayes ; we ſhould be aptat every breath: 
ro look upon him as the Sun that continues the ſha- 
dow of our lives ; and likewiſe we ſhonld look upon 
our grayes more then apon our houſes or any thing 


Our graves are onr houſes. | 
2, Tet let us cont thoſe things that may put an end 10 
our dayes,by greater numbers.Or thus, Lec us reckon that 
there are moreenemies tolife then one. Though we 
can tell but by execs when we number our dayes or mo 
ments rather, yet we may tell by rwenties or hundreds 
when we number thoſe things that may conclude and 
E put 


elſe; For as Lipfivs well ſaith,our bouſes are but 1nns,and os s : 
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put a period to ourtime. Look over a Bill of mortali- 
ty and there you may tell thirty or forty diſeaſes, 


' Then add forty more to them, and two or three: hun- 


* This they 
gather from 
the word 
T\NRNET 

P it 41.63.30. 
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dred more to that forty, and fo. proceed untill you 
come near toa thouſand. For according to the account 
of ſome of the-Jews,there are nine hundred and three 
diſeaſes in the world *, And let us be {are in this ac- 
count to put down more wayes to the grave then 
from a ſick bed. And above all take heed of that dotage 
to think that we muſt die of old age; tor there are fewer 
die of that diſeaſe then any other in the world, 

We muſt think that oar lives may ſuddenly be 
ſnatchrt away,and-not carried off leiſurely by the ſteps 
of many days ilne(s. Some diſeaſes do no ſooner appear,. 
then we vaniſh and diſappear. An. enemy ſometimes 
gives no warning, but ſtrikes vs dead at one ftroak. 
And our ſickneſs doth not alwayes lay ſeige to our 
ſtr.ngth wherein we truſt, but we are blown op ina 
moment as the [Iſraelites were, wer.5.6, Thou carrieſt 
them away as witha flood, ec. They were {wept-away 
with plagues, they fell before their foes, they went 
qu ck inco the pit, and were gone out of the world as 
{oon as a dream out of our mind. And fo ſtill we. fee 
ſome are drowned in the water, others are ſtrangled 
ſuddenly in their own blood,and a world of contingen - 
cies and caſualties there are beſides : ſo that-ten thon- 
ſand things beſides theſe nine hundred diſeaſes, may 
put an end to our days. Anecreen the Poet was choaked 
with the kernel of a grapez «£/chylas by the. ſhell of a 
Tortoiſe which fell from an Eagles Talons, who mif- 
took as was thought his bald Head for a white Rock. 
An Emperour died by the ſcratch of a comb, and a 
Dake of. Britany ( as Lord Monntaizne:tells us; , = 
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- ſtifled to deathin ſuch a throng ofpeopleas is zow 


in this place ; one of the Kings of Fraxce died miſe- ' 


rably by the chock of an Hogg ; and a Brother of 
that Lords playing at Tennis,received a blow with 
a Ball a little above the right ear which ſtruck him 
into his grave. What ſerious conſiderations would 
theſe things breed in us, if we thought of them £ 
we ſhould often ay in our mind, What if now the 
houſe ſhould fall 2 What if my foot ſhculd flip r 
what if I ſhould be trodden under foot in this preſs, 
or drowned in this ſweat? what if the Boat ſhould 
overturn, or the Horſe ſhould throw me « What 
would become of me if my meat ſhould choak me, 


or my drink ſhould quench my life « What ? then 


if 1 be not well provided,l go down in a moment to 
Hell. And therefore I muſt alwayes live well, 
that ſo I may never die ſuddenly. The Cock in 
the Arabick fable, becauſe he had oyercome in a 
battle againſt another of his neighbouring Cocks, 
thought he had now no enemy, and therefore he 
got upon atop of the houſe,and began to crow and 
clap his wings in token of his triumph, when behold 
on a ſudden a Vulturcomes and ſnatches this great 
Conqueror away, Juſt ſuch is the ſtate of filly man, 
he overthrows ſome diſeaſe,and gets the better of ir, 
he eſcapes in a battle, and rejoyces as if now he were 
out of danger , when ſome accident or other lies 
in ambuſh for him and ſtrikes him dead upon the 
place. We muſt not therefore be ſecure at any times 
the ſtrong man muſt not glory in his ſtrength, nor 
the great man in the honour of his family and nu- 
merous progeny,for all may be cut off ina momenr. 
| E 2 I 


The Right 4rt of numbring our Dayes. 


V. Locmiaths 


%e? 


28 


B.93 Comes 
Abnſi196. 


| Divine Arithmetick, Or- 
T'cannot but here remember how three hundred of 
the Fabis in Rome were {lain in one day,and but one 
man of the Family left that was not extin&t. And 
about five hundred years agone, the whole tamily of 
the Fuſtiniani in Fenice periſhed in defence of their 
Countrey againſt Emanuel the Greek Emperor, ex- 
ceptone only who was a Prieſt. And Aventings re- 
lates of a Count in the time of Henry the ſecond Em- 
perour, that had thirty Sons ( beſides eight Daugh- 
ters) who attended onhim to the Emperors court, 
and were all preferred to offices by him, and all di- 
ed in a very thort ſpace oftime, And ſo in Scrip- 
ture we find all Grdeors chi'dren lain at once, ex+ 
cept one; and the like of 4havs, a wicked family, 
whom God intended to root our. And yet which 
of us thinks that if we have nine or tenchildren,they 
may a!] die before us ? Or who thiaks that they. 
may all aiein a day © nay weare apt to imagine not 
only that we may ſtay in the world till we have 
done ail we defign, but that we Thall go out of the 
world the ordinary way,and not be let out at any 
new gate. Let us reform this error and be verily 
perſwaded that there is a vaſt uncertainty of life and 
all worldly things, and thar death is dieſt in a thou + 
{and ſhapes,and may be in every thing we ſee inthe. 
world. 

3. Make account that there is nogreater enemy to life 
then fin. Sin is not to ſtand for one thing jn our ac- 
count bur fora thonſand, for all the miſeries and 
evils that canbe reckoned up. The Stone, the Gour, 
the Plague, cc, all the pains,and ſtinches and noi- 
ſ{qme evils that were ever heard of,are ia the Womb. 

of: 


of fin, and rherefore reckon a finfull life to be of 
all other the moſt uncertain,and that which provokes 
the holy God to ſhorren our days.So you read , wep. 
+, 8,9. of this Pſalm, that they were conſumed 
in Gods anger,and their dayes . paſſed away. in his 
wrath, when he cook notice of their rebellions, and 
{aw how heinous their crimes were. If you will be- 
lieve the wiſe man,zhe years of the wicked ſhall be ſhort - 
neg, Prov. 10,37. Orit you will believe his Father, 
God [ball ſhoot at them; with a3 arrow ſuddenly [hall they 
be wiundrd, Pſal. 64. 7. Or the Prophet Malachi,by 
whom God ſaith, 1 will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the 
Sorcerers and Adulterers,and againſt falſe ſwearers,and 
againſt thoſe that oppreſs the bireling in his wages, &C. 
Hear what Obſervations one of Fobs friends made, 
Fob 20. 4,5. 6. Ever ſince man was placed upon the 
earth it was a known rule , that the triumphing 
of the wicked is ſhort, and the joy of the hypocrite 


but tor a moment;though his excellency mount up : 


to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds, 
yet he ſhall periſh for ever like his own dung; they 
which have ſeen him, ſhall ſay where is. he's He 
ſhall flee away like a dream and ſhall not be found, 
he ſhall be chaſed away like a vifion of the nighr, 
And Fob himſelf doth aſſent to the cruth' of the 
Obfervation, when he ſaith, cap. 21.17, 18, How 
oft is the Candle of the wicked put out 9 And how 
oft cometh their deſkruion upon them? God diſtri- 
buterth ſorrows .in his anger. They are as ſtubble 
before the wind, and as chaff that the ſtorm carrieth 
away, This Conſideration might aliccle ſtop mea - 


in their violent purſuirt.of ſinfull and unlawtuli des - 


E. 3 fires. . 
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fires. If they would but think that every fin may 


ftrik offa figure or two from their lives, tha every 


at of it may cut their dayes ſome moments ſhorter, 
what heart could they have to fin 2 With what 
pleaſure could they drink if they thought char ir 
were poylon? how could they indure paſſion and 
revenge,it they thought it would ſend a fire into 


their bones © and yet there 1s all reaſon, that we 


ſhould expect ir (hoald be ſo ( unleſs God think 
fit to alter the courſe of things for what ends 
he ſees beſt in his Government of the world ) 
ſeeing none are ſuch a trouble and burden to man- 
kind as wicked men. He that is ſo prodigal of 
his time, hath little reaſon co think that God 
ſhould give him more in whole hands it only is. 
He knows not what to do with that he hath already, 
and therefore how can he with any face come to 
begg fora * longer to diſhonour God ! Won- 
der in thy ſelf that Gods lets thee live who knowſt 
not how to live. Admire that he ſhould give 
thee any time who knoweſt not how to ule it. 
And ler this one thing lead thee to repentance, 
and not make thee preſume to continue in the 
ſame unreaſonable miſpence. Me thinks every 
ſinner when he is fick ſhould think of nothing 
but dying, and yet they rhink the leaſt of it. 
Me thinks they ſhould be in a horrible fright, 
and never imagine to eſcape ( ſeeing they do no 


good) unleſs they have leſs reaſon then the Hogg 


1g the Arabick fable. 
That rells us that a Butcher carrying three 
creatures upon his Horfe, a Sheep, a Goat and 
a Hogg ; 


The Right Art of nunibring our Dayes. 
a Hegg; the two former lay very quiet and ſtill, 
bat the Hogg kickt and cried and never reſted, 
Thereupon the man ſaid, Why art thou ſo impari- 
ent when the other two are ſo quiet? The 
Hogg anſwered,Every one knows himſelf , and 
the Sheep knows that he is brought into the City 
for his Wools ſake, and the Goat for the ſake 
of his Milk, and ſo they need take no care , but 
I alas know very well that I have neither Woo! 
nor Milk, but that afſoon as 1 come into the. 
City I muſt be killed , 'for that is all that 
I am good for. A-wicked man muſt: be worie 
then: ſuch a Swine that doth not think every 
plague will ſweep him away , and that when. 
there is a great mortality he ſhall be one of the. 
deads for he is good for nothing elſe but to be. 
killed, and to make fome room for a better per- -. 
{on to ſtand up in that place which. he takes up 
in the world. But: if God be pleaſed for the 
puniſhment- of others, and to punith them worſe 
hereafter, to let them ſtay ſtil] here, Ler- them 
know that a finfull life is a meer Cearh (as the Apo- 
ſtle faith of the laſcivious Woman, 1 Ti#s. 5.6.) 
and they can expec nothing hereafter but ſuch a 
ſtate as.will make them with they had died ſoon- 
er here. | 

4. Reckon that ns. mans r= ſeems fborter then- 
hu that thinks not often how ſhort it 1s. Timene- 


; verſeems to paſs awayſo ſwiftly as when we are- 


thinking of ſomerhing elſe then our time. I told 
u life is very ſhorrof it ſelf, and we muſt reckon: 
1t:by minures rather then years, or by PR fa-- 
| EC. 
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ther then whole numbers, and yet it is fill 
ſhorter in our thoughts, becauſe we mind not 
how theſe minutes ran away, They ave as 4 
ſteep, faich the Plalmiſt , wer. 5. and in ſleep 
you know there is no obſervation of time atall, 
but a night ſeems as one moment, How ſoon 
is an hour gone when we are in any pleaſure ? 
Yea in buſineſs or any imployment which takes 
up our mind, how quickly is a day flown away ? 
A day ſeems but as an hour to him that thinks 
not at all of his day: Juſt as a man char is in a 
journey, who talks or reads or thinks, is come to 
che end of it before he thought that he was near 


the place, ſo it is with every one of us ; our life 


is gone and we know not how , while we think 
of all things but only of our lite. He ſeems to 
himſelf not to have lived at all that minds nor 
how his time paſſes away, becauſe it ſlips through 
his fingers and he feels it not. His thoughts being 
bufied alwayes about other things, a year to him 


is but as a day,and he complains miſerably when . 


he comes to die that God hath given him no longer 
time. It we did confider this, we ſhould often thiak 
how our time ſpends,and that would make us 1a- 
bour to ſpend it well, We ſhould think what 
our life 1s and how it goes, and that would make 
us prolong it by doing of Good. For life ſeems 
long to no man ſo much as to him that minds 
how it paſſes on, and how many hours he hath 
for to imploy, and who doth ſome thing in thoſe 
hours. His very work will cell bim that he hath 


| lived, or elſe he could not have done ſo many 


things, 


5, We 
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5, We muſt account that in our life there will be ſome 
nights as well as days, We muſt not expeq all kind u- 
{age from the world,but look to meet with much trouble 
and ſorrow, So ver.1o. the Plalmiſt tells us, That if we 
live till Eighty years,our ſtrength will be but labour and 
ſorrow, and beſides you ſee trom what hath been ſaid, 
that we mult indure much grief before that, from the 
loſs of our friends and relations that God takes away, be- 
ſides all the vexation that will be apt to ariſe from other 
accidents. It is a fooliſh flattery of our ſelves, to think 
that all ours muſt be Halcyon daies, and that no diſguft 
ſhall wrinkle our foreheads, nor no black vail be caſt 0- 
ver our faces, We had better reckon truly, and put 
down more black daies than white in our Calendar ; and = 
then if they be fairer than we expect, our contentment 
will be the greater ; and howloever the thoughts of trou- 
ble will make us deſire more after our Fathers houle,and 
long more in our hearts for the heavenly Country. The 
| travell and toyl here would make us have a care topro- 
vide for our reſt with the people of God, and theſe black 
nights of affliction, for the eternall day that knows no 
night at all, . Ye ſhould not be ſo much inlove with lifetf 
we did reckon upon the evils of it , nor ſo much in fear of 
acath,if we ok how many wayes we die daily. What 
pleaſure is there in living when we are eighty year old, . 
when we are a burden to our ſelves,and too oft to others 
what contentment can we have ?- What chear can there 
be when thoſe that look out of the window are darkned? 
when the ſound of the grinding is low, and weriſe up at 
the voice of every bird,and al rhe daughters of muſick are 
brought down?4.e.when we have loſt our eyes,and teeth, 
and voice, and ſleep, and are bur alittle diſtance from a 
clod of earth,whar joy can we feel in our hearts? And yet 
this is the time that we would fain live to, though we 
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creep to it upon our hands and feet through a world of 


mire and dirt,and ſwim through tbe waters of many at- - 


fictions to be more miſerable. I am of Cardans mind, 
that if the life of man ſhould laſt five hundred or fx 
hundred years,many a one would make away themſelves 
out of madneſs and ceſperation ( thereare lo many mi- 
ſeries that betall them, ) and yet we are now madly det! - 
rous to live till we be weary of lite.. Let us think that 
liteifit belong may be but a kind of death, and nothing 
will comfort us then, but the hopes of another lite, Ir 
was a ſharp ſaying of Ceſars to one of his Guard, that by 
reaſon of his crazineſs, asked his leave that he might 
cauſe himſelf to be put to death z Doſt thou think then 
that then art alive ? Alas !. ſuch a decrepit thing as man 
is, when he comes to Old age, is but a walking Carcalie 
that is ready at every ſtep to ſtumble upon its Graves. 
Yea deathis preying upon us every day, he gets a mouth 
tull of our fleſh every moment,and ſometimes by a {1ck- 


nels, eyen eats us to the very bone z and then though 


we recruit again and repaire our bodies, yet we do but 
make tood for new diſeaſes, It is faid to Adam, In the day 
thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt dye, which teaches us that 
we are next dore to death every day, and that we do not 
{o much live as borrow ſomething from death, and it we 
live long, it will make us pay intollerable uſury for not 
paying our lives ſooner, 
* Asthele things will corre&-our miſtakes about the 
length and quality of our daies, ſo I ſhall now adde {ome 
things that will teach us betrer the uſe of them. 
6. We muſt reckon. our daies by our work and not 
by our time, by what we do, and not by what we are. 
Let 145 account that the longeſt day which s beſt ſpent, 
and that the oldeſt lite which 1s moſt holy, # 5 waze;m. 


IG fivs dpiors a © emedubrans A long lite is not the- 


beſt 


| 0g 
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beſt but a good life, As we do not commend (faith he) 
him that hath playeda great while on an Inſtrument, or 
made a long Oration, but him thathath played and ipo- 
ken well, andas we account thoſe Creatures beſt that 
giveus molt profit in a ſhort time, and every where we 
lee maturity preferred before length of age, ſo it ought 
to be among our ſelves, They are the.worthieſt per- 
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{ons, and have lived longeſt in the world, who have 


brought the greateſt benefit unto it,and made the great- 
e{t advantage of their time to the ſervice of God and. of 
Men. Letour Conſcience therefore be the Ephemeris 
or Diary of our lite. Let us not reckon by the Alma- 
nack, but by the Book of God, how much we live. And 
let us account that he who lives godlily lives.long, and 
that other men live not at all. | 

We muſt not ſay that a man hath /zved ſeaventy years 
it he hath done nothing worthy of a man, but that he hath 
been \o long. Diu fuit, [ed parum vixit, he had a great 
1:41y daics, but lived few or none. f 

In one ſenſe moſt men may count their lives by nights 
rather then dates, for they areas men aſleep, and do no- 
thing at all that is the buſineſs and intent of lite. 

They are as Childiſhin their deſires, as weak 1n their 
fears, as unreatonable in their hopes, as impertinent]y 
and vainly 1mployed, as if they were but newly come in- 
to the world, and had not attained to the uſe of their 
Realon, Shall we think a man hath lived becauſe he is a 
yard higher then he was 7 is this enough to denominate 
us men, that we have hair growing upon our Chin ? No, 


ere are more Children then thoſe that are in Coats, 


and while we look no further then the preſent life, we 
are but great Infants, and are at play with Babies. And 
alas! if weaccount the right way by our work andim- 
proveinent of our ſelves in true underſtanding, Conſci- 
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vfice and godlineſs, the: beſt of us muſt reckon fewer | 
ars then eighty ;- for how little of this time do we tru- 
ylive.. When we do no good we may ſay as the Em- 
perour did Diem perdidi, I have clearly loſt aday z Ihad 
as good not have been to day : you can ſcarce fay that I 
was,if you look at the purpoſe of being, For to acknow- 
ledg God, andget acquaintance with him, to govern our 
ſelves inconformity to him, to do good to others , &#c. 
are the re buſineſſes of life ; and of him that minds 
not thele.chiefly, you may ſay, that there is ſuch a thing 
called by ſuch a name, and that hath an exiſtence, bur 
you cannot fay that the man lives, Shall we lay that he 
ſailed much, who was taken in a ſtorme, as ſoonas he 
put out to Sea, who was tofled by contrary winds in a 
Circle to and fro,and in concluſion 1s brought juſt where 
he was, when he firſt launcheth forth 2: Nox 1:1e multum 
navigavit, [ed multum jadtatus ef, as Seneca well faith. 
He did not Saile much, but was tofled very much, Shall 
we then ſay, that a man hath lived much, whoſe ſoul 


_ was filled with Aire and vanity, as ſoon as he was born; 


who had tumbled.to and fro 1n variety of buſineſs in the 
Sea of this world, and is never quiet in the purſuit of 
earthly affairs * Alas ! when he comes to the end of his 
dates he.1s as far from his part; as when he firſt began 
them; Heaven is as far out of his reach(and further too} 
as when he lay in.his mothers Womb. He was much buſi- 
ed, but he did nothing. He was much employed, but he 
lived idly.” For as ] told you, daies and living are truly 
to be meaſured by the work of a man, And therefore 
much leſs can-you ſay, that hehath lived,who hath eaten: 
anddrank; and got one of the ſame kind, &'c. For fo 
doth a Beaſt, .and therefore all you can ſay, is that the 
Beaſt in him lived, but not the man, And it we did reck- 
cn thas, and conſider how much time this toy, and that. 
FR trifle, , 


»\ 


Tbe Right Art of numbring or Daies- 


rifle, this buſineſs and that ſervice, this man and thir- 


woman have devoured, beſides what every day will have 
for neceſſary uſes : Yidebimmus nes pauciores habere annos 
quam numeramms, We ſhall ſee that we have tewer years 
than we number. We ſay perhaps ſtxty years isour age, 
bur we may ſet down ten, yea though we have ſeriouſly 
minded our great work. Let us therefore hereafter when 


we ask our (elves how old we are, reckon from that time 
. that weare born again. And let us diſtinguiſh between 


time and what is done in time;tor all creatures have time 
as well as we, and unleſs our work differ us from them 
our age will not. O be aſhamed to be a child witha 
great beard ! Bluſh to reckon forty or fifty years, when 
thou knoweſt not for what thou cameſt into the world. 
Let not the Sun ſee thee again (o void of the knowledg 
of Jeſus Chriſt, as if thy ſoul were but newly dropt into 
thy body, Be not twenty or forty years inlearning to 
be ſober ; - and for very ſhame ler it not be ſaid, tharin- 
ſo many years thou knoweſt not how to pray and repre- 
ſent thy needs ro God. How many years doſt thou ex- 
pect to live,itin ſo many thou canſt notlearn to mortifie 
one luſt? If in the ſpace of fifty years thou canſt not 
get the victory over a cup of drink, how many muſt God 
give thee to overcome all the reſt of thy ſinnes 7 It fo 
long experience will not teach thee humility, or content. 
edneſs, who can hope that thou ſhouldeſt live long e- 
nough to put on Jeſus Chriſt, and be conformed .to all 
his Image 2 O live, live I beſeech you as faſt as you can, 
for it is certain that is little or nothing that we have 
lived, 

Seventhly, Ye muſt not account all dayes alike, or we 
muſt not meaſure our time by the length, but'by the 
weight; not by its grearnels, but by its worth, Let us not 
meaſtre our dayes(as we do)by the motion of rhe-Sunne 
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which we {ce,but by the ſhining of the Sonne of Righte- 
ouſneſs upon our ſouls : not by the cceleſtiall bodies, but 
by the cceleſtiall inſpirations. Think that a long time 
wherein there are many dayes of grace, and mind that 
time and improve it above all the reſt. Alwayes think 
that time 1s of adifterent -value as to the chict uſe of 
time; and in ſome dayes we have more of opportunity 
though but the ſame time. This makes a great diffe- 
rence in our days if we welFuncerſtand it, and ſhould 
make us very watchfull to lay hold upon this flower of 
time when it preſents it ſelf unto us. A Gay ot grace, a 
Lords day when God ſhall move upon our touls,tuch an 
opportunity as this, if God affect our hearts, 1s worth all 
our days beſide when we are lett unto our ſelves. As 
to the purpoles of holineſs and getting. nearer to Hea- 
ven,one moment,when the Spirit of Gol is upon us,and 
{trongly poſleſſes our mind with good things, and 
breathes into us holy afte&tions,is wot th many hours, yea 
cays and years when that is not w.th us, or doth not {0 
powertully incite us. Let us therefore imploy ſuch time 
well, and {et our ſelves to our buſineſs, earneſtly entrea- 
eing more of {uct time, and that Goaus Spirit wil viitr 
us more frequently with its company, Then our werk 
will goon taſt, and if it be poſſible at all torecal! the time 
paſt, it muſt be by doing that in a few moments, wich 
naturally could not have been done in a whole Lite, We 
muſt value time hereafter as Mariners do at Sea, by the 
wind that blows upon us, and then we muſt hoite up our 
Sailes. We muſt look at ſome as Harveſt dates, and 
then we muſt gather and lay up in ſtore by hard labour ; 
or as Market dates,and then we muſt buy what we want, 
and lay in proviſion for the following daies. Yea the, 


blackeft day of affliction, it we were well skilled, might 


be numbred among the beſt times of our life z For God 
| chaſtneti 
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chaftnethus for our proftr,that we may be made parkers 
ef his holnefs. | 

Eighthly, Reckon rime to ſtand in order to eternity. 


Conſider it not in the abſolute notion, bur in the rela- 
tive. Look on it as a Riverrunning into the Ocean, 


.and account that time it {elf muſt be accounted for. So 


number thy dayes as to th.nk that they muſt be num- 
bered again by God. Think that time paſſerth, and yer 
chat it remain upon thine account, Think that as thou 
art now, {oto eternity thou ſhalt be, Do not look up- 
on thy lite as a ferv dayes to be paſſed , and there is an 
end, but reckon fo many dayes I haye lived, and the 
next moment 1s eternity for anything I can tell. Ever- 
laſtingneſs hangs upon this moment, and the ſtate of the 
one depends on the ſtate of the other , as time is uſed 
by us,19 ſhall we find our ſelves uſed in the other life, I 


doubt we feldom look on thele two,as having a reference . 


to each other; but men live, as if when time was trifled 
away, they might begin upon a new ſcore in Eternity, 
Men live as if all ihould be forgotten that is done here, 
and they ſhould have ſomerhing elſe ro think of when 
they go trom hence, Remember therefore that both 
God and thy felt will call thee to another reckoning ; 
all the dayes which thou haſt never told, but went away 
without any obſervation, ſhall be recalled back unto thy 


mind. Then the mind ſhall tell deliberately, and run- 


thee thorow at every thought, how many hours thou 
ſareſt with the cup at thy mouth ; how many dayes thou 
didft ſpend in {ports how long the time ſeemed when 
the Preacher over-run his hour; - and tow many mgtions 


of Gods Spirit thou didſt ſend back; and bid come at” 


ſome more convenient time. Yea all thy falſe accounts 
thall then be accounted for, and thou ſhalt never have 


done numbring thy errours,* but ſhall cell them all over - 
again:: 
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again with a new torment that thou ſhouldſt be ſo wil- 
fully miſtaken. ' O that you would let your ſouls which 
are apt to number fo many dayes ia this world, and are 
loath to make an end, let them lanch into the depths of 
eternity, and there ſpread their thoughts, Seeing they 
have ſuch a mind to be teiling out ſo many years tor us, 
lzt them runne into that vaſt Ocean, Bring forth all 
your numbers wherewith your minds are o_—_ 
heap million upon million, lay one hundred thouſand of 
millions upon another, and they are all but as an wnzte to 
eternity. [n this vaſt eternity you muſt certainly live , 
and therefore why do you not let your thoughts be 
more upon eternity than upon a few uncertaih dayes 


' in time © Why do not your minds, which love to 


count ſo unboundedly the dayes of this narrow life, 
extend themſelves into eternity, which is without any 
limits at all « Tell the torments of an everlaſting 
fire, tell the aking thoughts,it youcan of a burning ſoul, 
number the ſighs and groans of a heart, thay, fries in the 
wrath of God to eternall ages. Then reckon the joyes 
of Heaven, number all the ſweet notes of Heavenly 
quire, tell all the Songs and Hymnes of Praiſe which 
they ſing. And if thou hadſt an head as big as Arcb:- 
medes and could(t tell how many atomes of duſt were in 
the Globe of the Earth; yet think that ſuch a vaſt num- 
ber is but as one little atome in compare with thoſe end- 
leſs ſorrows and thoſe endleſs joys. Seeing thou canſt 
look ſo far as to the very end of thy daies, ſeeing thou 
artprone torun inthy thoughts as far asit is poſſible,take 
one ſtep turther then eighty years,and then thy thoughts 
are in eternity ; g0 alittle furthes then the end 0 thy 
lite, and therelet thy thoughts loſe themſelves. Let 
this be thy Impreſs, or Motto, ler this be writ upon thy 
mind, that a Learned man writes upon all his Books, 
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If wewill charge our felves indeed with unineceffary 
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and ſay; natme hath dealt hardly-with us# ©No! Fa, 


ternitatem corita,' Think of eternitys 1'ThisWl nake 
thine account'qwreexabt,whey-chou 16rrent thythe IR | = 
run thicher,whither thy timeis runaing/inco lt Ftermty! 

9. Though our time be little, yet let ud drbount thut it 
is great enourh for what we have to do in- time. 14aid'thar 
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long enough to ſerve all: the ends 6f living/{ We have 


enough to prepare for eternity, We muſt ahyates ac- 
count that we have daies enough to-number our” daies: 
and make up our accounts, and what can-we defire more: 


$. to bring about ſome great deſign, and accorhpliſh 
*covertous deſire, and raiſe our eſtate to ſuchan 
pole, Bur muſt we therefore whine and- complarhe 4 
cies uti, lonza eft ;; lifedis longenough, if thouknoweſt 
the uſe of it. . If thou conſidereſt whar thou haſt to do, 
thou haft time enough co doit. There is time;enough 
ro moderate thoſe: worldly-defires ; to break off thoſe 
impertinentimpldyments; to'throw away thoſe'ceſigns; 
ro ſubdue thy paſſions; 'to-cultivate thy mind, to ſubmir 
thy will to God, to know the intention of the Son 
of ,God, his appearing in the wotld; - to work out thy 
ſalvation, and to' inake / ready tof his coming again, 
Though we have not. time'to reſolve-all 'Queftions that 
are ftxrted inthe- world, -yet-we have ſuffictent time ro 
reſolve this great 'one, What ſhall we do tobe ſaved ? 
Heayen may be got in that time, thatthe world cannor. 
W.hy then.do we rhurimurart the hortneſs of life?” wh 
dowe 'ſigh that 'we car: munber-no more daies 4 xr 
would men do wichthem,and t&what uſe youldrhey mi- 
ploy them? is it'their ſouls they-would faves they need no 
GW: more 


Devine Arithmetick, Or 
mote daies then God hath aſſigned them for that pur- 
pole. Is it an eſtate they would get, or pleaſures they 
would enjoy ? they have too much time for ſuch ends, 
ſeeing they are not the goods of a man, Would they 
know all the ſecrets and (ſubrilties in Learning * two or- 
three Ages will not ſaffice for that;and ſeeing that kag 
ledg will dye,it is not worth living ſo long for it. Wit 
they be able to determine all Controverfies in Rel 
How abſurd a thing is this for a wicked man to take UP 
his time in diſputes, when he lets the Devill without a- 
ny quarrell runaway with his ſoul 7 It is as prepoſtero 
a ng, as for a man that is ina deep Conſumpyi ; 
conſult with his Phyſician for the curing of acut 
But this is the miſery of it, that the faſhion of th 
IS not to mind Religion. Moit men and eſpeciall; 
perſons are led by the opinion of the world ;. now vul- 
gar ople donor expect that we ſhould be godly, and 

0 they mind every thing but only that, and then com- 
plain that they are ſtraitned in their time, People expect 
that we ſhould keep open: houſe, and let them eat and 
drink their fill, &c. And ſo they tempe their, Landlords 
w think thatit & below them to lrve. Let us correct our 
ſelves in this miſtake, and when we account the daies 
are ſhort, we muſt mean no more bur this. 

We have one thing neceſſary to be done, To do the 
will of our Father, to get ready for Heaven , this muſt 
be conſtantly and ſeriouſly minded,and we have no ſpare 
time to throw away. without any reference to this bufi- 
neſs, Our life runs away ſ@ taſt, that unleſs we take 
good heed, we ſhall not be able todo+the work for which 
welzre. It would be accounted a piece of macneſs, if 
when. the enemy is at the Walls, whenthe ſtorm is rea- 
ri to be made, when the Bullets fly about the Streets, 
A-maa ſhould fit conſidering whether a Bow will carry 
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further then 2 Gun, and whether mote' were killed'by "4 
the Ancient weapons, then by the modern Atmes. And 
yet juſt ſuch is the folly of mankind, YVhen death is 
at their back, and life flies before rheir faces, when oy 
are beſet with evils in the world, and have litcle ſtrength 
= to reliſt them, whea they are in the ſtraits of time, and 
W+. yet have a huge deal of work to do; they arechinking 
S . *with themſelves whether it is beſt ro hunt today, or to 
Hawke ; whether they ſhould viſit a triend at this town 
or the next, &c, and then ſpend their time as though 
they had too much, and yet at laſt cry out upon the bre- 
vity of lite, Come, come, tet us be honeſt and reckon 

right, Non exigaum temporis habemges, ſed multurn per- De brev, viee, 

dimas, 2s Seneca well ſaid; It is not a little time that we cap. 1. 

have,. but it is not a little that we loſe. God hath not 
given a little, but wethrow away much. Our portion 
is not ſmall, for what we are totrade, but our miſpenſe 
is exceeding great. Non accepimus vitam brevem ſed 
fecimus, We did not receive a ſhort life, but have 
made it ſo, Not God but we our ſelves have made our 
time little, Heis not niggardly and ſparing, but we are 
prodigall and make a lamentable waſt of our houres. Joſt 
as when a great eſtate and faire poſſeſſions come to an 
unthrifty Heir, they are preſently conſumed and ſpent , 
whenas a little Portion well husbanded, increaſeth to 
large demeans , ſoit is with our life. They that have 
® abundance of time given unto them, through their grofs 
-Z improvidence and mifpenſe are utterly undone, an 
whine like beggars, as it = had had none, whereas 
carefull and diligent perſons fo improve a little , that 
| thanks be to God they are rich in good works, and ſay 
F it iSenough, let God call for them when he pleaſeth, 
Teathly, Let ws reckon death to be the beſt accountant, 
and ſo number our daies now, - we ſhalt do when we come 
2 is 
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| {”4&zc;' \Thega-day:will appear apretious thing ; then 
Willa coyerous man offer _ he hath got in his whole 
life, tor one day ; then will a voluptuous man be ready 
0. purchaſe a day. with any pains, though it were all 
wer and he were forced to{pend it in tears. Butt is 
{xd reckoning when!a man maſt reckon twice, andone 
of themgnuſt be when he hath no time to mend his er- 
tors and miſtakes, Ic will go very ill with us, if we make 
Ong, ACCQunt in our lite,.and another at our death. . If we 
ſhould ſee then that thereare asmany faults as there are. 
dates; and thatſo many lines as there are in our life, fo. 
wany blots we muſt make : . how feartully thall we- be a- 
mazed , 1n what perplexity of ſpirit thall we fee our 
{elves {o toul and black, in the midſt of ſuch groſle and 
damnable errors. Let us therefore ſee and conſider, now 
what account dying men make of their-time, and take: 
their reckoning as molt certainly true, Though men 
now be laviſh of cheir time, and play away their houres, 
though they giveall or molt to the world, and little or 
nothing to God ; ,yet cometo a dying man and he will 
tell you that daies weregovd for ſomething<lſe, then for 
a-man.to cat and drink and tradein; he willtell you of 
teeding and nouriſhing the Diviner part, or providing 
for a ſoul, of drefling it for the Bride-groome by con- 
{tant a&s of godline(s ;- be{ides/all thoſe of remperance 
and ſobriety,ot juſtice and mercy; -He will tell you of 
Book more worth your reading and ſtudying, then all 
that ever you turned over, And as fora day of grace at 
what 1ate would he purchaſe ſuch a pretious ſeaſon £ He 
will tell you he is aſhamed that he ever ſate at his dore 
i - talking vainly among his neighbours on the Lords day. 
F He wall cell you that he cannot ſleep now for the aking 
of. his heart, that he ſhould fleep at a Sermon. He praies 
that he might bur liveand Pray-with his Family Evening 
= 'þ and . 
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and Morn.” Yelet him be# good man, that hath made 


a good uſe of his time, yer he will tell you rhatſuch an 
houre he might have'ſpent better, in ſuch a- company 
he might have done more good, atſuch a time he might 
have been more folicitous and” induſtrious abont Hea- 


venly things : 'and he will Pray as a good Biſhop did, 


Lord pardon my fins of omiffion. © * And therefore let us 
now judg as ſenſible and good men do when they are 


taught by death that cannot flatter.-. -That is a ſterne. 


Mafter, bur very juft ahd faithful, he ſpeaks with a 
dreadfull voice, b | 


then learn of thoſe thathe teaches, and norftay till we be 
rayght, when perhaps we ſhall be paſt Learning, Let us 


imagine that the roome is darkned, that the Phyſician 


ſtands by our bed fide, that we hear our friends figh and 


groan,that we feel the approaches of death, and then con-: 


ceive that our Books of account are brought to us, and. 
we have our pen in our hand. What now ſhall, wewrite? 
Let useat and drink and be merry? _ Lerus take our caſe; 
for we have goods laid up for many years: will you reck-. 
on thus, our time is long enough, let us take care for no-. 
thing bur to pleaſe our ſelves? why not thus nowT pray; 
your when perhaps two or three dates agon this was your 
language, Oh! but now erernity,eternity appears ; and 
therefore ſer down fo many houres tor prayer to God, if 
we live; write down ſo much pains to underſtind the. 


Word of God ; and we make account that ſo much timg7 


muſt be ſpent in meditating of the will of GoJ." ” Make 
a golden letter at the Lords Day, for that wuſt be mote. 
pretious time, &c. Wholoever thon art thar Yeadeſt 
this, do the ſame now, that thou maiſt do pethaps;three 


dates hence, Do that which no thoa canſt, wilfth'ere ' 


G 3 . long 


at things that are infinitely true and” 
ſerious. He cuts their very heart whoſe jaccounts they. 
leave him to write, bur he will cruly ſtate them. Let us 


By Uſher, 


Divine Arichneetick, Or - 
loag thou wilt wiſh to do and canſt not. This may be 
more then an imagination before the morning, and be 
ſure one day it will be a reality unleſs thou ſhal be ſtruck 
dead without any warning, and have no leave for one 
deliberate thought; and therefore now reckon after the 
ſame ſort, ſet down the ſame things in thy reſolution, 
yea ingrave them and cut them upon thy heart, that (0 
thy death beds account, may agree with that in thy lite, 
Be ſick now in thy thoughts, that thou maiſt fin4 thy 
ſelf well-then. Aad ſeeing then we (hall think that we 
have lived ſo muchas we have done good,and as we have 
deſigned the glory of God,Jet us now think that, we do 
not live unleſs theſe be in our hearts and lives. 
Eleveathly, 1f we would number aright, let ws every 
day caft up our accounts, Let us ſonumber our dates, as 
at the foot of every day to write the total Summe. Let 
us ſay, thus long have welived, perhaps we may live 
no longer, nor turn over another leaf ; let us ſee there- 
fore how our accounts ſtand. Say as Pythagoras taught 
his Scholars, 73 ragiflu 7i 9" tp:Za, 8c. What i have I 
committed £ What good have I done? What good 
havelI negleted « What ſtand all theſe ations for ? 
Are they figures or cyphers? Havel lived or only been? 
Doth my work go on, or am I running ia arcears ? Do 
I live as if I were going to die © Is eternity in my 
thoughts, and the great account that T muſt give? It 
we could call our felves to ſuch a reckoning, then we 
might correc any fault we: find betime, before it be 
grown to ſuch a number, chat it will be beyond our 
thoughts, and giye up our account more fair, and 1a or- 
der when calls for them, and might hope they 
| would be accepted by him. And for the doing of this 
it is neceſſary, that we account every day as if it were 
' our laſh, Which isa maxim in this divine art of re 
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The Ris rs of manlrin our Deer. 
bering, that flows from the firſt Propoſition, Seei 
our. time that is to come is in Gods hand, therefore 


. muſt live this day as though we had no more dayes to 


live. Anda Heathen could ſay, That it is impoſſible 
for aman to live thepreſent day well, ud ze S4,dþov evks os 
bm Exc, That doth not propeſ: to bimelf to live it 4s 
his laſt. And ſo Sexeca proteſſeth, 1d ago, ut mihi in- 


far totius vite fit dies, that helaboured one day might 


be likea whole life to him. We muſt ſpend our dayes 
as though our life were but a day.. And if we did, then 
ſure God would have aportion of every day, if wein- 
end him any in ourlife, and we could not but be dili- 
gent to ſet all right, and to make up our accounts at 
night, as if itwere the end of our lives and our dayes 
were ſummed up. The Mariner which guides and ſteers 
the Ship aright fits alwayes in the Stern or hindermoſt 
partof it, and fo muſtwe, if we will guide 2nd direR 
our life aright through che troubleſom ſea of the world, 
according to the courſe God hath preſcribed; be often 
inthe contemplation of our death z dwell much in our 
laſt end, and then ſhall we e all the better, poſ- 
ſeſle our veſlel in holineſle, and bring her at the laſt co 
a fate Haven, It isa good ſaying of one of the Few, 
wherewtth I ſhall concluce this, Mind thy buſineſs as if 
thou waſt to live alway, but think of thy end as if thon waſt 
fodicto morrow, | 
Tweltthly, Let ws number 45 much backward as we are 
apt to a—_ formard. Let us caſt up our accounts 
both wayes, and tell the time that is paſt as we are for- 
ward to account that which is to come. Tt is 2 great 
fault ſare thar we skip over ſuch a great part of our time, 
and never think what we have done, what mercies we 
haveenjoyed, whichof them we have abuſed, and how 
lutle profit God hath receiyegt from us for all the —_ 
bs 
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fits he hath beſtowed. And: therefoxe ve muſt not on- 


Þ\ now begin to take an account of the paſſages of 


— 


paſt, We ſhall find ſuch a hugeadvantage by this, that 
it will recompenle all our pains, For 
. I, Hereby we ſhall at leaſt know how long we have 
lived, and therefore what a little time in all likelihood 
remains, And Wt 
/.2, How fooliſhly we have ſpent that time that is paſt, 
and therefore how chary we ought to be of what God 
will give us more. And | | 
. 3. Weſhall confider how ſoon thoſe years ( perhaps 
thirty or fourty ) are gone, which will be a 'good mea- 
ſure whereby to judge of the time to come , which will 
.xun away as {wittly it it ſhould be as long. And 
;- 4» We hall wonder that wehave lived ſo long, ra- 
ther than that we die ſo {oon,- ſeeing: our Lord attained 
not to {o many years as ie perhaps number. All theſe 
.and many other advantages we ſhall get by our ſerious 
.review of our lives whichT muſt leave to your own me- 
ditations, And I beleech you-think of them thorough- 
ly; foritis for want of ſome ſuch reflections that we 
live as we were but beginning tolive. Though men 
have lived fourty or fifty years, yet welut ex pleno & 
abundanti perdunt, they waltas it they had their whole 
and full ſtock of time to ſpend upon,-and-had-a great 
deal to ſpare ; whereas if they did 'well conſider what 
it gone, and that theleile remains, they would double 
_ theirdiligence'to gather up what is loſt, to provide for 
that ſtare, for which they have bur a litcletime left 
wherein to provide. - And ſuppaſe we have fourty or 
fifty yearsro come, or let our imagination run as far as 
1t pleaſech, yet we muſt conſider how much of this time 
muſt be ſpent in xetifying our accounts and bringing our 
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ay, but take ſome time alſo to ſtudy our lives that are, 
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ſonls togood order ; and how much will be devoured® _ 


by the needs of our bodies ; and likewiſe how ſpeedily 
they will be all gone if we meaſure by what 1s paſt. 
How few do the days which we have ſpent ſeem 2 How 
ſoon are they gone and ſeem as if they had not been 7 
Juſt ſo fleetly will all chat run away, which is to come, 
tet it be never ſo much, and though it ſeem a great deal 
to us while we look forward, yet it will ſeem as a few 
dayes, if we look but behind us. Infinite eft velocit as 
temports, que mages apparet reſpicientibus, Time is in- 
finitely {wift, but it moſt of all appears to thoſe that 


Senec.Epiſt. 4y 


caſt their eyes back. They that are in the bottome of. 


the Ship think they do not ſtirre, but they that look to 
the place from whence they are come, will wonder how 
faſt they have run before the wind. If we did but caſt 
up the ſumme of our dayes, when we have numbered as 
many years as we think good, alas they amount but to 
a trifle, What are eighty or a hundred years, when 
we have put them altogether in one number £ How few 
figures will tell the longeſt rerm of life? But we are ſo 
tooliſh that we tell dayes, and months, and years one af- 
ter another, which ſeverally ſpoken of, ſeem to make a 

eat ſhow, and never put them together, and conſider 
what all theſe will amount unto, if we ſhould live them 
all, Then one figure and a cypher will number them 
all, Burt if we likewiſe did conſider how faſt a great 
part of this little number is fled away, it would make 
our life ſeem ſo ſhortand tranſitory that we ſhould never 
tancy more that thereis no haſte to makeready for ano- 
ther world, And if weadded this conſideration like- 
wiſe that he who beſt deſerved to live, came not to 
theſe years which we perhaps haye attained : What 
{ſhould we think © What ſhould we look for but death 
the next mojnentſ? Jeſus Chriſt the Sonne of the living 
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..God lived in our fleſh but a little more than three and 


thirty years. Why I beſeech you ſhould not this be 
accounted old-age among us Chriſtians, fince the Head 
of us all wasno elder when he died « Though they rec- 
Koned to (eyenty or eighty years when Mofes lived, yet 
why ſhould we count to more than thirty three, as the 
ordinary termof lite ſince the great Prophet 1s come 
into the world « It God lengthen not our dayes beyond 
this, we ſhould rather look upon it as a wonder that we 
hve ſolong, then that welive no longer. 

To conclude, the {ateſt way 1s to reckon no more 
dayes then we have, as I told you at firſt. For Moſes you 
ſee reckons but to. eighty years, which was the very 
age that he was of when he centred into the wilderneſle, 
Fourty years he was in Pharaohs Court, and fourty year 
more he was in baniſhment , as St. Stephes informs-Uus, 
(Afts 7.23,.30.) and then he went to Pharach and 
brought the people out of «£zy2t, who preſently in the 
firſt year of their enlargement began to provoke God, 
and the {econd year were threatned to be all deſtroyed 

by dayes 
vere at an cad alſo, when as God lengthened them tour- 
ty years longer, even toan hundred and twenty years. 
Solcrt us do alſoand reckon that our dayes are paſt and 
20ne, though God may lengthen them to many more 
years; butif he do, we muſt remember that they will 
flic away as {wittly as the reft have done,and thertore we 
muſt lay hold upon them, and fly away with them, that 
they may not go away without us, Let us not be left be- 
hind by our time, but let us be going on as faſt we can 2- 
long with it,til we and it end comfortably both together, 
That we may not ſtill call for life, when that cals for 
death, but we myy be fit to die, when our time of lite. is 
- = 
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But how ſhall we learnall theſe good leſſons will you 
ſay « Who ſhall teach us to-number aright 2 Death 
you ſay 15 a good accountant, but who will lead' us unto 
theſe deep thougiits ? | 

The tourth Obſervation ( which I ſhall briefly open 
and commend to your Meditations) will give you ſome 
Anſwer to this Enquiry, 

We may beſt learnthws right numbrine of our dayes, by 
a praying heart and a pious mind, 

The praver herein the Text is directed to God, that 
he would teach them, and for their part they promiſe to 
bring an heart of wiſdom, that is a godly and religious 
mind. The prayer of the wicked is an abomination to 
the Lord (ſaith the Wiſeman.”) If a man will not hear 
Gods Law, it is no wonder that God will not hear his 
prayer. When we come in a complement and for fa- 
{hion ſake, having no great mind that God (hould do 
that for us that we ask, it cannot be expected that God 


ſhould regard us. If we have no heart to number our 


daies according to the account that I have laid before you, 
though we ſay, Lordteach us to nuw:ber our dayes, yet 
he cangot but turn away his ear from ws, But on the 
contrary, That God who is farre from the wicked hear- 
eth the prayer of the righteous, and delighteth init, If 
our heart apply it {elf ro wiſdom, if we come with-a ſe- 
rious reſolution and a ſincere deliberate defire to be what 
we ſay, God will anſwer our requeſts, and fullfill our 
petitions. It we bring but a heart of wiſdom, we ſhould 
preſently by the help of God reckon right, and make the 
beſt uſe of our life. | 
By an heart of wiſdom here in the Textis meant a 
wiſe heart, as an heart of ſtone or fleſh, ſignifies an 
hard or ſoft heart, Andit is made up of theſe things : 
Firſt, We mult bring a ſerious heart, for a ſpirit that. 
Ris: is 
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Prov. 28.9, 


Prov, 15.8,29. 
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15vain and trifling that adts like one in jeſt, cannot be 
wiſe. We muſt all 1:bour to take off that lightneſs and 
gtddinels that agitates our ſpirits, and to bring our ſouls 
to ſome compolure and ſettlement by a reverence unto 
God; yea and unto our {elves We muſt. reſolve to 
be in good earneſt about our ſalvation, and to preferre 
this art of numbring our daies aright, before all the fan- 
cies of riches*and pleaſures, and ſuch hke things that 
are apt to tofſe and whirl our minds, we know not whi - 
ther. ; 

Secondly, We mult bring conſidering hearts, For 
he will never number and caſt accounts-well, whole mind 
is.not fixed, and whoſe thoughts cannot put things to- 
gether. We many times think, but we do not conf1cr, 
Let us therefore raiſe obſervations unto our ſelves, 2nd 
letus weigh them, and give them their due value. Ler 
us conſider which is more, and-which is lefle in all things; 
let us balance things in our thoughts, and well mind 
what equality and what di{proportion there is between 
them, Say, isnota ſoul like to livelonger than a bo- 
dy * Had I not more need tell its dayes, and rake care 
ot it, then labour thus about adying thing 2 What com- 
pare is there between Time and Eternity 2 How ſoon 
have done telling the dayes of my life * And how am 
Hoſt and even drowned in that vaſt Ocean © But I need 
nor teach a {erjous man to conſider, And I need not tell 
you that an heart that minds nothing, that layes nothing 
( as weſay) to heart muſt needs be ignorant and bruit- 
#hin its knowledg, And therefore this is a piece of 
wiſdom acceptable to God to labour in good ſadnefle to 
take things into our thoughts till our hearts be touched 
by ther. Wearegone a great way to- learn. any thing 
of God, and particularly this great buſineſs how to live, 
when we are once made inquiſitive and thoughtfull in 2 


ſerious ſober manner, Thirdly, 


. 
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Thirdly, A wife heart is ſuch an one as deſigns fome- 
thing to it ſelf, and intends toimprove the knowledg it 
gets to ſome purpoſe, The heart of a fool looks no 
turther than the beginning of a thing, and thinks not of 
what ſhall follow, and therefore we muſt bring ſuch a 
{crious diſpoſition as is determined to deduce ſome good 
out of every thing that is propounded to our confidera- 
tion. Many truths lie by men, but they cannot be ſaid 
properly to know and skill them , becaute they are con» 
rented with the bare notion of them. They know the 
number of -their dayes, the ſhortneſle of their lives, and 
the reft that T have (aid, but they make no uſe of it at all; 
it is as meer a ſpeculation, as that twenty and fourty make 
ſixty, or-> the like. And therefore we muſt not only 
number and tell how ſhort they are, and whither they 
are running, and what ule they are for; but we muſt 
conclude in fome reſolution, and ſet down ſomething 
that reſults from the whole account tor the good of our 
fouls. All theſe things are but means to fomething elle; 
reading, praying, conſidering and examination are but 
the beginnings of Religion, not the end ; they are the 
way only, and therefore we mutt not reſt in them, but 
let our ſouls go further, till weare carried to ſomething 
elle by them. As when we account but one day to our 
lite, when we tell ſo many evil days if we live long, &c. 
We muſt ask our ſouls, What then will you do ? Caſt 
in your minds and ſpeak, what courſe do you mean to 
take? And by ſuch like Queſtions bring your work to 
ſome good ifſne, And | 

Fourthly, A truly wiſe heart is that which deſigns ho- 
lineſs, to be like to God, and eternally to enjoy him. 
For the fear of the Lord that is wiſdome , 10-de- 
part! from evil is that underſtanding, Job 28.nlt. And 
this therefore is it we maſt intend, to this fac we muſt 
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bring our ſouls, and if we do confider an1 contrive this 
heartily, then we may beencour2ged to pray to God, 
that we may know how to take the right meature of our 
dayes. We may fay tohim, Lo:d teach me what my 
lite is, for elſe I am afraid I thall not live. Lord affect 
me with the ſhortneſs of my time, for elſe I am in dan- 
ger to want thy ſelf, And thee1t is that I ſeek, thou 
knoweſt it is the 'defire of my ſoul to be godly, 
I am reſolved it ſhall be my work and imploi- 
ment in the world, that I may be triends with thee ; and 
therefore teach me ſo to ule my dayes, that I may not 
loſe both them and thee, God cannot reſiſt ſuch im- 
portunate and unteigned deſires, He ſeeks ſuch Scho- 
lars as have a mind to learn, and he will teach them to 
make a right uſe of what I have ſaid. 

What Uſe ſhould that be may iome ſay « What will 
a pious mind, and praying heart learn from hence « I 
will tel] you, howit will thape 1ts life according to this 
reckoning which I have mace,and thereby bricfly ſuggeſt 
many gooa Rules of life uato you. 

A wile man will learn to be d/izert, becauſe the time 
ts ſhore, To be watchfull and alway prepared, becauſe 


the end may be ſudden in every moment. To be fear- 


fall of ſinne, becauſe the anger of God cuts fiuncrs off 
jathemadſt. To thizk much of time, tecauie it paſ- 
ſeth moſt ſwiftly when we think of ſoxgerhing elle. 7o 
remember our Creator betimes, becaule Evi. dayes will 
come wherein nothing elle will pleate us. To do good, 
becauſe that is the work of life. To work tozether with 
God , and zealzuſly improve oppo; tunitier, becauſe all 
Limes are not alike, To be very ex. in our actions, 
becauie they muſt ſtand upon record 'to Ficrnity, To 
17nounce wnto all ungeceſſary things, becaule we may 
fave no Lime nor leiſure jp them. To ſeek firſt the 
"IF | King- 
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Kingdoms of .Ged , becauſe that is the only thing weate 
ſure to attain. To die daily, becauſe death makes the 
beſt and trueſt reckoning. To be conſtant in ſelf-exa- 
mination, becauſe this day may be our laft. To look 
back to our beginning, becauſe the more we havelived, 
the leſs we have tolive, Ina word, A wiſe heart will 
learn to be a very good Husband of its time, and make 
ic ſerve the molt noble deſign. And he is a wiſe man 
indeed.that of a few days can make an eternal adyantage, 
by the improvement of a ſhort life gain endleſs felici- 
ties, ' He would be accounted a wiſe man, who had an 
art by apeny in alittle ſpace of time to raiſe an eſtate of 
many thouſand pounds, But he is far wiſer, and hath 
a greater reach, who by the good uſe of this moment, 
obtains the inheritance of Angels , yea of the Son of 
God, gers poſlefiion of the ever-living. Good, 
and ſettles himſelt in the joyes of anever-dying life. 

Let me conclude with a brief Exhortation to you in 


the words of the Text, as they lie in our Tranſlation. 


Pray unto God earneſtly thathe would ſo teach you to 
number your dayes, that you may apply your hearts utt- 
to w:{dome, Do you ſeriouſly indeavour , and then 
iatreat of him to give you luch an eftecual grace, that 
there may iome good ariſe to you' out of yonr labour, 
Pray till you feel yoyp heart inclining unto wifdom, till 
it apply it {elf to underſtanding, Till you ſeek for it as for 
filver, and dig for it as for hid treaſure. Never leave 
1mportuning the Father of. mercies through Chriſt the 
wiſdom of the Father, till you be made wiſe unto fal- 
vation, | . 

Let us never ceaſe numbring, and taking every con- 
{ideration ſeveral by it ſelf, and beſeeching God to 1m- 
preſs them on our hearts, till we find this effe&t and fruit 
of it, that our hearts are brought to the wiſdom of the 
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ſelf? doſt aotthou tell twenty, when he tels but one 


juſt ,..cill we jadg of things as doth God, and chuſe thac 
which he loves, and follow the thing that good is, and 
altogether become of the {ame mind with him, Let us 
number and pray till we find cheſe conſiderations taking 
dowa the heights of Pride, and the hears of luſt,the huge 
deſires of acovetuous mind,” and the humorous deſires 
of a fond fancy ; till we find them quierting our paſhons, 
moderating our affections, and bringing our wills tothe 
meaſures of God. Till we have found a place in another 
Countrey, a Kingdome that cannot be ſhaken, a houſe 
not made with hands eternall in the Heavens. Till we can 
live as well in poverty as in riches ; .in hardſhip asin ſoft 
injoyments, without diſtruſt or envy, without fear or 
cares, without perplexed or careleſs thoughts; in ſhort, till 
we have learned to live the life of Men, and the life of 


Chriſtians, till we make God our only joy, and love our 
Neighbours as our {lves, and look death in the face as 


a friend, 

Let us every day call our ſelves to an account, and 
think that we have one day lets to live,and one day more 
to reckon for, Weevery day make our account greater, 
and have leſs time to make itin, and therefore let us 


- . makeit alwaies 3s wego along, And ſuppoſe (my Bre- 
_ thren) that God ſhould come this' night and ſay to any 


one of us, as he did to Be!ſhazzar, by a hand writing on 


. the Wall in the Chaldee tonge, Mene, mene, it i num- 


bred, it &s numbred, (which Daniel applies to his King- 
dome,) thy dayesare told, God hath counted them up 


and finiſhed them, thou ſhalt not live to ſee a mor- 


row. Arethy accounts and Gods eyen* do they not 
differ very much doſt not thou reckon for a great ma- 
ny years longer, and ſhall he not cut them ſhort in the 
midſt of thole dayes, which thou haſt told out for thy 


Or 


? 
Lb 


pp > -_ 6 : —_— — —————— - _ 
a. 26" PE FI, aa - 0 ot 


or not ſo much? Are not thy thoughts a huge way off 
from eternity ? haſt thou not moſt of thy great work to 
do ?- art thou notin the midſt of a ceſigne z as building 
an houle, or the like, while thy ſoul lies in its ruines and 
rubbiſh © If they be not the tame, if rhy reckoningdo 
not agree with his, then it will make thee thake and trem- 
ble as 1t did him, to fee thy felt ſo much miſtaken in thy 
— behold ſo much of thine account ſtricken 
of by the hand of God; ſo many of the dayes which thou 
reckoned wiped quite out of the Book of the Living. 

It chou doft account as he doth, and thinks that thow 
maiſt dye tonight, then how canſt thou live otherwiſe 
then as a dying man ?* how canſt thou quietly lay-thy 
ſelt on thy Pillow tor to ſleep, with the Conſcience of a- 
ny guilt upon thy ſoul * why doſt thou not fay every 
night as the Philoſopher could dire 2 


Vixi, & quem dederit curſum fortuna, peregi * 


I have lived and finiſhed my courſe which providence 
hath aſſigned me torun. Then if God give thee a mors 
row, thou wilt look upon it as anew lite, and be more 
thanktull tor it.” 

He thattels his time by o#es and by moments will think 


that if he donot live now, he may live never he will bes - 


take himſelt to the moſt- ſerious and {trifteſt courſe of 
Piety, knowingthar that lite is long-enough which is good 
and that is too long, or rather none at all which is bad. 
Truly there is nothing ſo much to be Timented, as the 
folly of men; _ chiey.rhink ani gonor, 
and whereby they delire alway ode TWep 
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for the dead ((aith the Sonne of Syrach, 22. Eccl.11,) for 
he hath loſ the light;, and weep for a fool for he wants un- 
derfianding, 1. e. is without lizh', even- whilſt he lives, + 
And therefore it follows preſcncly in him, Make little 
ERS 1 weeping 
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weepint for the dead ," for hes at reſt, but the life a fool 
i worſe then death ;, Seavendaies do men mourne for hins 
that is dead, but for a fool and an ungodly man allthe dyes 
of his life. 

+ We make it an argument you know of a fool, that he 
cannot count a right, nor tell to ten or twenty: 2nd-there 
is no greiter argument of ſtupidity, ng Coltiſhne!s ſhould 
more move our tears and compaſhon, then when men 
reckon, after that tool:th ſort that I ſpoke of in the be- 
ginning, whereby they live in a dream, and dye inzn a- 
mazement. And therefore the holy man puts theſe to- 
gether in my Text, right numbering anda wiſe heart, 
which it we bring not, we are dead white we live,and our 
friends have reaſon to take up lamentations over us and 
ſay, Ah my B:other,ah my Siſter, 

Let me once more beleech you therefore to bewiſe. 
Go home and tell how many dayes remain, and if you 
can find never an one for any thing you cantell, riſe not 
up from your knees, betore you haye taken up ſome 
good reſolutions againſt themorrow ifyou have it, and 
then work out your ſalvation with fear and trembling, e- 
very day watch and pray, becauſe you know not in 
what houre the Lord will come. And to this end, re- 
member that Counſel], and ſtudy it throu hly, which 1 
have already mentioned.. Look back the Fr thing thou 
doſt, and think how few daies thou haſt lived, Fxigus vi- 
14 pars eft quam nos vivimuslt is a very little part of our 
life, that we truly live, all the reſt of the ſpace,tempus eft, 
03 vita; is time and nos life, And therctore let rhat which 
remains be Life.; EEE. Aa 
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Pre I may awaken you and my ſelf the mote if 
I leave this Text and take another, which is onr 
Dear Brother, that not long ago ſtood in this place from 
whence I ſpeak unto you. Whoſe Life was a continu- 
all Sermon, and upon whom I might make another-Ser- 
mon to you, now that one is done.. His Life was but 
ſhort in the Vulgar account, and yet it was long if you 
uſe the Arithmetick, which I have been now teachi 
_ He mainZed the true endof living, and he lived fo 
ong as todo his work, and he did a great deal of work 
in a little time, and therefore he died old and full of 
daies, and was laded with more of life, then many a man 
with a gray Beard, Old Age 1s not to be known by a 
withered tace, but by a mortified -_ not by the de- 
caies of the naturall body, but by the weakneſs of the 
body of fin z not by the good we that have enjoyed, but 


by the good that we have done , and if we be prepared - 


for death, we have lived long enough; if our Life 
be a death, then no death can be untimely to us, 

But then while I tell you the price of fuch a Jewg,1 
ſhall but make you mourn the more for ſuch a loſs, How 
deſireable would it have been to usall, if ſuch an Aged 
ſoul might have dwelt a little longer in a res, bom. e 
How much more good might he have done by his pru- 
dent counſell,by his wiſe diſcourſes, by grave and ſerious 

2rmons, by a mature judgment, by a Religious and 
well governed life © Thus you are apt to ſpeak within 
your - ſelves, and I think I thall do well to afift theſe 
thoughts now they are begun, and help your ſoul to be 
delivered of their ſighs, and to number their loſſes, that 
forhey may:by ſerious weighing of them, redound to 
{ome good. | 
' Conſider therefore that ghe Church of God hath loft 
| I 2 © a burging 
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4 burning and a _ Light, the CO&mmonwealth #n 
excellent and peaceable SubjeR, the Miniſters a Dear 
Brother, this Pariſh a tender Father, the City a moſt 
werthy Member, and when you have.wept to think of 
theſe, you will have no tears-left.to condole with me 
who have loſt ſo ſweet a friend. 

If we ſhould conſider only what a large ſtock he had 
of uſefull Learning, there would be reaſon that all intel- 
ligent perſons ſhould bewaile his loſs; tor there is not 
ſuch plenty of profitable Learning in the world that we 
can well ſpare any,and we know not how long there will 
be any atall. Burt then conſidering the Piety to which 
it was wedded, our loſs is the far more deplorable, be- 
cauſe thele twoare but (eldome found-conjoyned in {o 
large a meaſure. Naziavzem accounts that they who 
want either of theſe « wr enmpopduagwry hapipun, do dit- 
ter nothing at all from men that want oneeye, who have 
not only a great detect, but cannot ſo confidently ap- 
pear in the world, to look on others, and let others look 
on them, Now many one eyed men there may be in the 
world, ſome that want Learning, and more that want 
grite, butin very few heads ſhall __ ſee theſe two lu- 
minaries of knowledg and goodnels in any great Splen- 
dor. The more therefore ought ſuch to be valued, and 
their extinction to be lamented. 

Srermund the Emperour (as Dubravins tell us) hav- 
ing knighted a Doctor of the Law that was very learn- 
ed, and one of his Couniell, and obſerving that when 
the Counſell went afide to deliberate about any- buſt- 
nels, hejoyned himielt to the Knights as more honou- 
rabie, andlett the Doctors. He cald him to him and 
{aid, Fiſcellin, (for ſo was his name) Idid not take thee 
to be ſuch a fool, as to preter honour before Learning. 
For chou knoweſt very well, that 1 can dub ſix hundred 
Fi | Knights 


ip 


life.What would this brave King have ſaid,if he had (p« 
i of the value of true liners which is to be pt MN 
before all things elſe. I will imagine that he would have 


{ſpoken ſuch words astheſe, 7 cax make Knights 4s ma- 


ny 4s I will, and only ſuch as thow canſt make $cholars, But 


it « God alone that can give grace; andtheretore judg 
which thou art to prizeat the higheſt rate. 

Give me leave to make ule of this to our preſent pur- 
pole. Men may make others rich, or they may confer 
upon them honours, yea and they may appoint Preach- 
ers, but alas they cannot make them Learned, much 
leſs can they breath into them the Heavenly ſpirit , and 
theretore ſuch men living are to be the more eſteemed, 
and de.id to be the more honoured. Eſpecially where 
theſetwo are accompaaied with morall prudence and de- 
cent behaviour, whuch came nothing behind the other, 
in our deceaſed Friend and Brother, Oh what an unat- 
feed gravity was there in that countenance ! What in- 


© nocent ſmiles in that face ! what manlike humility in his 


deportment ! chearfullneſs in him did contend with ſe- 


- rioulneſs, affability with awfullneſs, love with dif- 


cretion,;v:{dome with ſimplicity,&«.and the reſult of all 
theſe recouciled graces, was the very Picture of virtae 
and goodneſs, Donot think that I flatter him with my 
Pencil, alas ! it gives fo rude a ſtroke, that I am affraid 
I ſhall ratherdisfigure himz and I am ready todraw back 
my hand, now chat 1 am going to draw the Lines of his 
Lite and preſent you with a brief Narrative how he 
ſpent his daies, | 

Yet ſince it will be expected trom me who have known 
him now near fifteen years, I ſhall give you a drape af 
what is moſt miteriaLand leave the fillings up and finiſh- 
ings to your own thoughts, wikch may bave been obſer- 
vant of more particulars, - I 3 God 


Knights in a day, bug cannot make one Dolter in alwy © 


Kd. Whit cher, 


(*Gdd&3v23 pleaſed early tofow theſeeds of grace in his 


ions educatibn of his'godly Parents, and partly by the 
Preaching (as I have heard him ſay) of one Mr. Ludlam 
now with God, whoſe {ſweet and Chriſtian eloquence 1 
have heard him ſpeak often of with great affetion, Je 


Gttle think perhaps how much we are tnacbted 60 God for 


Praying Parents, and for a painfull Miniftry, By whoſe 
meanes he was kept trom —_ his foul with any of 
thoſe foul things, wherewith the Conſciences of many 
are grieyouſly deboſhed. | 

'- Coming unto Cambridge he was placed in Queens 
Colledg under a very worthy Perſon, who, did hugely 
love him, both for his choiſe Parts, and early Ptety, 
There he followed his Study very hard to the prejudice 


I fear of his body. Nulla dies ſine linea, might well 


have been writ over his Stndy door 1n thoſe youthful! 
daies,which uſe to be ſpent in doing worſe then nothing. 
And the work of godlineſs I am ſure he no leſs laboured 
in, as ſome few perſons alive can witneſs, who uſed to 
meet together once in a week to confer about things that 
concerned their ſouls, the benefit of which ſome can to 
this day remember. For Chriſtian Communion diſcreet- 
/ managed, that which keeps our Religion in Breath, As 

o0N as there was any occaſion for him to appeare in 
publick, he was noted for his good Parts, and after he 
had been between four and five years at the Univerſity 
he was choſen Fellow of the Colledf! with the unani- 


mous conſent of the whole Society. - After that time 
though he neglected not other uletull Learning, yer he 
applied himſelf chiefly to the Study of Divine things. 
nd he did not vent his conceptions while they were 
but half digeſted notions, but gave his ſoul leilure to 
concoet ther, and turn them into its habit and conſtitu- 
LlON. 


art; and to ſanAtifie kin ro himſelf, partly by the Re-. 
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ti99,c Thus he.Jaboured todo while he wraſtled with the 
ill habit of a ſplenetick body, which created lim (to my 
knowledg,) no ſmall diſturbance in his Studies; And 
ineed it doth a great deal of miſchief in the world, that 
men teach others who had need to be taus be cheraſelyes., 
Imperfect apprehenſions of things, and raw indigeſted 
notions have mace as great ſtirs andconvulſions amongſt 
us, as the, Wind makes in the Body, which ariſes from 
the ill concoction of a four and cold ſtomach, 7: Was a. 
wiſe (aying, (whoſoever was. the Father of it) . That op 
indifferent. Shoomaker might make « good Cobler ;, and an 
indifferent Taylor might make a good Batcher, but anin- 
\ different Schalar was good for nothing. And therefore 
® he laboured to have the maſtery of ſuch Learning as was 
neceflary for his end, and allo avoided another dange- { 
» Tous. exrour. which many fall into, and that is medling * 
with the higher things , before they had gained ſome ; 
good knowledg of the lower. By this meanes they may 
be both diſcouraged with the difhculty,and alſo loſe their 
labour, it they tall not into a worſe diſeale, to haye they 
; mind blown up and ſwolne with things they, do-not, un- 
: derſtand, He followed the Rule of Simplicius, which Tn xpie, 
| is to begin «m5 wo wer, with ſmall things firſt, leaſt it 
happen (faith he) unto us according to the Proverbe, 
U 9g xpaueies uz] tn, to begin the trace of a Notter by 
making a huge veſle! firſt, before we know whether we 
can make aleſs, and ſo we loſe both our labour and coſt, 
and credit altogether, But which is worſt of all, ſuch 
men do © Tis mv anmur Wo2gls $xuaAtla7 earfeay, as Nazi- a 7 I. SYAK- 
. «nzen ſpeaks, exerciſe Religion upon othei' mens. fouls, 
before their own, whuch is the part ſaith be ofa fool, and 
ofa bold man. We had better begin any trace 1gno- 
rantly, and venture before our time at gfeat things in-4- 
ay cling thnjn is Divine protſin unde 
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. teach ſouls, and tice godlinefle npon our Hearers 
' hearts, when we have not the firſt rudiments of Piety 


in our own. And therefore it was his inJeayour to un- 

derftand well the grounds of goclineſle , and to ſettle 
thoſe Foundations on which aſoal might :ely, and ha- 
ving overcome the crudities of other knowledge, and 
arrived to ſome ſtrength, his next care was to ſtudy that 
learned Ignorance ( that a great Maſter commenced ) 
Tobe willing notto know thoſe things which our ſupream 
Mafter « not pl:aſedtoteach us. 

Thea as foon as he was fit, he ſhould appear in the 
Pulpit, he was preſenrly famed for an excellent Prea- 
cher. And he drew not only the common people at- 
ter him, bur the moſt learned ears were chained to his 
tongue, I hall never forget with what a becomming 
boldnefle, and modeſt gravity above his years, he prea- 
ched att St. Marzes betore the Univerſity, when he was 


2 Rem.233 24- appointed among others, to be of a Combination be- 


St Buttolphs, 


fore the ordinary time, by a new order from the higher 
Powers: A Sermon, I accounted it, of ſelt-denial , 
though his ſpeech was not of that ſubje&t, becauſe ir 
was 1o hearty, plain, and ſearching, and ſtripped of all 
thoſe Oraaments which young mea love to dreſle and 
trim their diſcouries withall, | 
Not long after, he undertook to preach conſtantly 
in the afternoons at a Church belonging tothe Col- 
ledge, which I may ſay he did freely ; for the ſtipend 
amountethnot to much aboye the wages of an ordina- 
ry ſervantin one of your. Houſes. There might you 
haveſcena great. throng of pious Scholars and people 
hanging upon his lips, many of which defired nearer 
acquaintance with him, and uſed to frequent his Cham- 
ber for advice and counſell, There, me. thought, he 
was ia his Kingdom, he did ſo reiga and domineer + as 
| it 


(65) ; 
ir were) over the minds and hearts of his Auditors, 
who could not but attend unto him. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding, he did not negle& the charge which he had 
likewiſe undertook of many Pupils ; but they thrived 
ſo well under the wings of tus care, and great love (a 
thing for which he was noted) thar ſeveralof them are 
now fellows of the Houſe. And really, in the mana- 
ging of all theſe affairs, he ſo out-ſtripped his years, 
that it might have been an argument ( had not our 
eyes been blinded with love ) that he was old already, 
his manner being ſo gray-headed in his youth. He did 
not grow up by degrees as we do, bat all ona ſaddain 
me-thought he was a man. He acted and preached, 


when his hotteft blood boiled in his veins, as men do 


in their coole age, with great ſeriouſneſle, gravity,.and 
2 certain majeſtick humility which commanded reve- 
rence to his youth, Iris no wonder therefore that God 
hath gathered him ſo ſoon, ſeeing he brought forth fruit 
{o early, and was ripe when others begin to bloom, or 
but to put forth a tender bud. He bad runne half of his 
courſe, and ſeemed to be in his divide, we it was 
but day-break with us his Cantemporaries, and ive did 
bur begin to peepe above the Horizon with a timorous 
light. And beldes, this is not to be forgotten, that 
though he was of excellent good learning, and had all 
this work to do, yet he lived not alway among his 
Books, which is to die among the living, and tolive a- 
mong the dead; a dying toall, and pertaps not aliving 
to a mans (elf. Bur he was exceeding free to all good 
good converſe, and let his Friends enjoy ſo much of 
him, that ſometimes he could ſcarce enjoy himſelf, bur 
only in them, Yea, doubt that he was better to them 
then to himſelf, and diſregarded his ownhealth to ſa- 
tisfie their defires, The Arabick Proverb is, S; awi- 
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C5 twns fit mel, ne comedas totum : Tf thy Friend be 
Honey, do not eat him all up. I wiſh that it had been 
known more familiarly in England, for I fear the {weet- 
neſle of his ſociety, did tempt his friends to devoure. 
him among them, Ih FO: 
After he had been in Cambridge between aelevenand 
twelve years, and had preached much both there and in 
the Countrey, the Providence of God ſo ordered it, 
thatcoming to Londen aboutthreee year and a half 3go, 
upon another occaſion, he was deſired to preach 1n this, 
place, and inſtantly was choſen to be Paſtor of this 
Congregation, Iremember that he was not received 
with leffe joy, then now he is carried forth with ſorrow, 
Nor was helefle eſteemed, as far as I can hear, in other 
places of the City, then in this Pariſh, who I know 
had a very great affection tohim. His Brethren in the 
Minftry did highly value { as T have heard from tome 
of them ) his excellent endowments,and looked upon 
him 3s one like to be very inſtrumental in the work of 
the Lord. And fol hope he hath been ; for you have 
tully knowh his Dottrine,his manner of life, his prpeye 
Faith and Charity, as the Apoſtle ſaith concerning him- 
{elf to Timothy, 2 Epiſt. 3.10, 1 will but remember 
you a little of the firſt, viz. his Doctrine and ſpeech, 
tor by that you may judge of the reſt, it being accor- 
ding to the ancient ſaying, The Charadter of a man, and 
the Image of his life. | 
His Sermons were ſtings, rather then words: They 
were *me ew]., winged words1in a wviner ſenſe ; for 
they were the Arrows of the Almighty , ſhot with a 
ſtrong arm into mens hearts, His Diſcourſes were fo 
rational and demonſtrative, that they were able to con- 
vert an Atheiſt to the Faith : So clear and full. of light, 
that they might turn the moſt ignorant ſoul unto wiſe- 
"Vi PS dome, 
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dome. Soawakening and lively they were, that ic vill 
be 2 wonder if he have left one Za aſleep among you. 
So. perſwaſtve and moving, that they might charm the 
cup- out of the hand.of the Drunkard, and intice a ſtn- 
ner out of the moſt delicate embraces. So cordial like- 
wiſe and reviving, that if any perſons droop who heard 
him, they never drank them down, but only lickt the 
'glaſle. So conſiderate and digeſted, that as he beat 
down confidence in mans proper ſtrength, ſo he rouzed 
them from their Jazineſle,and an idle indifferency about 
their ſouls. So diſcreet and fervent, that as he affright- 
ed cold formality, ſo he tempered zeal, that it might 
not be frighted out of its wits. And as the Apoſtle 
hath married Truth to Charity, ſo he endeavoured to 
keep this bond inviolable, that they might never be di- 
vorcedeither in his heart or word. But the Text upon 
which he preached the laſt Commencement before the 
Univerſity was his conſtant praQtice, Speaking the truth 
in leve. He was a Preacher indeed, that ſoughtto 
find out acceptable words, and written upright, even 
words of truth, as the great Preacher (peaks , Eccleſ. 
12.10, And whereas there are too many Sermons that 
are full of words without matter, and not a few that 
have excellent matter without words, to ſet it of, and 
convey it into mens minds; God had given him an 
excellent faculty to dive into the bottom of the truth, 
and then to adorn it with ſuch good and rich expreſſi- 
ons, that it ſhould looſe nothing for want of one to 
commend it, There was a {weet vein of Eloqueace that 
ran through his reaſon. His Arguments were interlaced 
with handſome illuſtrations. And after he had drawn 


the Pi&ture'of the truth he intended to repreſent, he had 
the art to hang it in a convenient light, ſo that it ſhould 
look upon every body in the Houſe, Nazianzen com- 


 <—— —_ % i - 


Pares 


For his degree 
of Batch. in 
Divinity. 


Eph.4.15. 


 % 


© Vss a- 
rexas Al 
Orat. Vice. 


(68) 


Khmue yzeui na@es a ma65-mind, that cannot utter its mind, to the- 


motion. of a man whaſe joyats are ſtruck with a benum- 
ming diſeaſe. And I may compare amind which ſpeaks. 
without any underſtanding, tothe motion of a Puppet 
that frisks and skips moſt nimbly, but hath no ſoul with- 
in. But heof whom Iſpeak was not frozen and be- 
nummed, fo that his mind could not flow forth, neither 
had he a flood of words, and a drop -of ſenſe, but he 
rapt away his Auditors with a double torrent of Rheto- 
rick «pans [weetly mixttogether. And truly, if 
a Divine could ſtirre up all kind of affe&ions and pal- 
ſions by his Sermons, as well as a Comedian can do 
by a play, yet unlefle there be a ſound and ſubſtantial 
truth at the bottom, they will be bur like the ſcorching 
flames in ſtraw, which will quickly expire for want. of 
ſomething to foment and feed them. Irtis poſſible that. 
a man may by earneſtneſſe and violence exprimere af- 
fetus ( as Eraſmus Tthink ſpeaks ) expreſf and ſqueeze 
Que affe&ions from his Auditors, but he will never im- 
preſſe them with any, unleſle there be the firength of 
reaſon and weight of Argument to preſle and perſwade 
mens underſtanding into obedience, Iam ſure his Ser- 
.mons were of this {ort that were apt to imprint. ſome- 
thing, both upon-mind and heart; and I hope he hath 
left fome ſuch ſeal upon you that will never be blot- 
ted Out, 

But it pleaſed God that he had many ill fits ſince he 
came hither, which were bur ſpurres I believe unto him, 
to make him runne the faſter. And eſpecially the laſt 
September he was encountred with zmoft dangerous di- 
{eaſe, which aſſaulted him with ſuch a violence , that it 
made all the pillars and ſupportersof his body tremble. 
Your hopes were even at the Jaſt gaſp, when God gave 
his life to your Prayers and teares, and let- him _ 

alittle 
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a little longer among you- Noty which: of yott cam 
think upon. his excellent Sermons fince his recovery, 
without thank fulneſſe to God that he lent bim to you 
a. while longer. Who can be impatient ( even for his 
death) who remembers thoſe words of our Saviour 
with his Comment in many Sermons The Cup which my 
F ather hath given untome, ſhall 7 wot arink it * And m_—— 
who can be prodigal of his time, and looſen his lite, 
that felt any of thoſe Arrows which he took out of the | | 
Apoſtles quiver ; See that you walk circumſpertly, not as £1. 1c 16, 2» 
fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the time, &c. It would - 
be a good work tor every one of you to examine if you ; 
have not been careleſſe in following thoſe Dire&ions 
which might provoke God to ſtop the breath of this 
| {weet Organ of his , and cut off the thred of his life 

by another ſharp ſickneſſewhich arreſted him on the firſt | 
day of this moneth. Then God put a. bitter cup inta 
his hand, and he drank it off to the bottom with ſuch. 
an admirable patience, as he himſelt had preached. 
Then he fele the comfort of a holy walking and good 
uſe of his time, ſo that as.he was not heard to murmur 
or repine that God ſhould thus ſoon take hold of his rod 
again z neither did he call for time to come back again, 
as ifthe were loath to die by this rod. 

I cannot but remember a few things that T obſerved 
inthis fickneſſe, which will be partly for our imitation, . 
and partly for our comfort. | | 

Firft, His reſignation in the beginning of his diſeaſe: * 
God i wiſe ( ſaid he to me) ard hi will is guided by 
wiſdowe; and therefore let him do as ſeems him good, 
for I am indifferent. 

Second'y, The Expreſſion of his Faith, When- his 
diſeaſe began to make ſome offers at his head, and a lit- 


tleto obſcure his mind, he ſaid to me, Truly thiszs rhe 
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only thingthat troubles me, that I fearT ſhall looſe my 
underſtanding, 'But. wy Saviour intercedes in Heaven ; 
Heaoth, he doth. 

Thirdly, His patience and quietneſle under the vio- 
lence of his Diſeaſe. For when he was delired either 


not to ſpeak or not to ſtirre,his Anſwer ſtill was, Well, 
I will not. So that 1 might ſay of his Feavour as D#o- 


genes did when he was ſick of the ſame diſeale; It was 


nothing elſe but Jux3s Tan £w]@> the wreſtling of 
the ſoul with the body, as two Combartaats uſe todo in 
the Olympick Games, and his foul gor the better by 
patience and lying i{t:}l. When Epid#ets broke his leg, 
they {ay he talkc and diſcourſed as if he had been in ano- 
ther mans body ; and when the bones of our deceaſed 
Brother were fore vexed , me thought he lay as if his 
ſoul were ſomewhere elſe, and was gone out to God, 


' For 


Fourthly, God was pleaſed to bleſſe him with a qui- 
etnefle and peace in tus conſcience. Though he had 
no raptures and exceſſes of mind (which he never at- 
fefted ) yet he thanked God he had a ſolid peace, and 
a ſweet calm, and hepaſled out of the world juſt as he 
lived, in an even temper. And 

Fitthly, According to his Faith in the Mediation of 
Jeſus Chriſt, ſo it was unto him, God was very goo 
to him in giving him his underſtanding unto the laſt, e- 
ven when the cunning Adverſary of man-kind made an 


_ attempt upon him toward his latter end , when his 


, could look bur at a ferv things. And truly, 1 told him 


ſtrength deciined, and he was leaſt able to reſiſt an aſ- 
fault, He would have lily conveyed ſuch thoughts in- 
ro his mind, that he had been a ſtranger to practical god- 
linefle, but he had ſo much underſtanding as to confider 
that he was not himſelf, nor fit to be a judge when he 


that 
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that it was the beſt way for ohe- thit chad ſerled: a well” 7 
grounded hope in his lite, to give the Devil no other 
Anſwer at ſuch a time, but Satan thos lyeft; and enter 
intono4urther diſpute with him, Whereupon he ſaid; 
Thou cowardly Devil, take me now? Why didft thou not 
.come faoner, if thou hadft any thing to ſay ? 'Thisex* 
preſſion he had more then once, and was troubled no 
turtter, but to give teſtimony afterward to fome that 
ſtood by, that thanks be to God we have the victory 
through Chriſt Jelus, And 7 ot 

Laftiv, He had {uchon «/22eoie as the greateſt man 
once in the world wiſhed for, and he placidly and qui- 
etly, without being torn by torce out of his bedy, ſlept 
in the Lord, on the Lords daythe twelfth day of this 
moneth. 

And conſidering the time of his end, Ithink ir is not 
a meer fancy toremark upon theſe three things, which 
made his death juſt proportionable to his life. Firſt, That 
as he died inthe noon of his age, to he diced in the noon 
of the day : That may ſeem but an inconfiderable cir- 
cumſtance, unlefle we joyn it with the reſt. For fe- 
condly, He went to receive his Reward upon that day 
wherein he moſt laboured, From the communion of 
Saints on earth, be went. to the conſort of Saints and 
Angels .in Heaven, And-it was one of the laſt words 
that he ſpake, There remains 4 Reſt for the people of Ged. 
Thirdly, He died on one of the longeſt dates inthe 
year, as if God would tell ns, that he had lived long e- 
nough ; as. long as was fit, and that being now come 
to his full height, he was at his Tropick,and muſt return 
to him thar ſent him forth, 

Men, Brethren and Fathers, you will pardon it to the 
affeftion I bear to his memory, that Fhave given you 
- this Jong, though I liope nor; tedious, —— 


4 
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"ifany think itis too ſhort ( which T wy 0p ſuſpe& ) 
1S 


lec them be pleaſed to conſider, that his life conſiſted 
butof a few dayes ; and that it is no ſmall part of virtue, 
to conceal ones virtues. And therefore they may be- 
lieve without danger that che greateſt part of what I 
have told you, is but rhe leaſt part of that worth which 
lay latent in him, | 

And now as you have had the patience to bear with 
me thus long out of your love to him, ſo let your love 
to your {elves beſtow ſo much patience upon you as to 
ſuffer a lictle longer, cill I ſpeak a few words to every one 
ig this Aſſembly. 

And firſt of all to you my Brethren of the Miniſtry, I 
ſhall not take upon me to ſpeak any words of my own, 
but acquaint you with two words of his to the deareſtre- 
lation he had in his former ſicknels, 

Firſt, Let ws be much in private prayer. Our time is 
ſhort as well as other mens, and many times ſhorter, 
though our account be greater z theretore ler us ſpend 
muchtime w:/th God, as we indeayour to ſpend it all for 
hinz. Let not acroud of thoughts in our ſtudies, nor a 
croud of company here in the City, thruſt God away 
from our ſouls, but let them frequently retire unto him, 
as the fountain of all light and good. Prayer before our 
ſtudies is the key to unlock the ſecrets of God,and pray- 
er afterward is theturning of the key to lock theny ſafe 

Dexterins lo- INCO OUT hearts, Prayer ſharpens our appetite after truth, 
quentur cum bo- and when we have found it,it ſets-an edg upon the truth, 
mmie,9x!P!7- and makes it more cutting and penetrating into the heart, 
Gum Deo fue- And aS Eraſmus well ſaid, We ſhall peak more dexteron- 


—— ſly to men, whenwith onr whole hearts we have firſt ſpoken 
«Ze KCTV AT, - 


Concion, with God. | 


— Let we look to our ends in owr work This was 
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will bein vain. Let us believe our ſelves what we ſpeak; 
and then we ſhould mind the glory of God, and not our 
ſelves. Alas ! what is the applauſe of men when we are 
gone, bur like a ſound in a dead mans ear « And what 
15 it when weare alive, but.an empty breath that is: loſt 
ſooner than got, andis got #frtimes by idleneſs fooner 
than taking pains? And what is there elſe that can tempt 
an ingenuous mind © Our very breeding deth teach us to 
deſpite money and gain, but the example of our Lord 
and his Apoſtles will make it ſeem a ſordid thing to- be: 
trampled under our feet, Let the good of men thertore, 
and the glory of God be the mark at which weaim. And 
the Lord in Heaven hear our prayers, and bleſs our 
preaching. | 

Secondly, Then to you of this Pariſh, let me ſay a few | 
_ things. And firſt, Pray earneſtly among other Petitions 

4 for theſe two things, That God would pardonyonr un- 
profitableneſs, which perhaps you may have been guile 
of under ſuch means ; and that he would bleſs you wit 
another Miniſter of tuch a temper as he was, and -that 
will deſign ſo ſeriouſly the good of your ſouls. Hedeſi- 
red.you thould know thathe loved you, and he prayed 
God to bleſs you. I hope God will ſo hear his deſires, 
and you will to remember his inſtra&tions,and thoſe you 
bave received from former Lights, that I may ſpare that 
prayer which M* Yaal uſed at the Funeral of M* Shutes. 

viz.. That God will neither let you fall into the hand Ml 4 
dark Lanthorn, nor be led by an Ignis fatuus. The Fews 
have a ſaying ( God grant it be true) That never doth: 
d there die any illuſtrious man, tut there x another boyne- as- 
bright on the ſame day. God loves thewworld ſo well,thiat 
when one Sun ſets, another ariſes, To which they acco- 
modate that place ir. Fecleſ.1.5, The'Sun ariſeth, aud the 
Sun geeth down. Nay they obſerve further, That he wakes 
ſome ſtarre or other ariſe before a Sun beſet. As Joſhua be=:: 
| | L £4an * 
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ganta ſhine before Moſes his light wes aafikued, andbifort 


joſhua wes! to bed, Ochniel the ſon of: Kenaz was rife Pj 
to judge: Eliwas not zathered to his fathers before Samuel 
appeared to be a moit ho efull youth. And among the other 
Sex they alſo note, That Sarah was not taken away, till 
Rebekahwas ready to come Hh ber ſtead. The Lord grane 
that you may find this true, and that as now the nighes 
are at the ſhorteſt, ſo you may have but a very ſhore 
-nighrbefore another Sun ariſe in this place. But it we he 
ſo unworthy, that God will not bleſs us with (ach a fa- 
vour, May itpleaſe him bur to let poſterity twenty year 
hence.fit under ſuch a burning and ſhining Light: May 
it pleaſe his goodneſs and mercy, that the day: of, his 
Death may be but che-Birth-day of ſome eminent per- 
fon to 1llumirace chis City. | 
Secondly, Let me beleech you to. write down any 
memorable thing that you have heard from him, and 
hath much affected you, that it may be engraven upon 
your heart, and do you good for ever. By this means 
you will cauſe the lips of the dead to ſpeak, and you will 
adt loſe/all converſe with him now thathe is gone from 
you. Fora mans diſcourſes are the picture of his ſoul, 
which is himſelf, O my Beloved, . how fad an account 
will you have to make , it you be not truly Religious 
whohavehad to many Lights in your Candleſtick: thac 


have ſpent themſelves to lluminace you © How will you 


appear before the Judgement teat of God, when «ot 
onely one, but foure or five Miniſters ſhall witr -fle 

inſk you? | How will you look not only him, but thoſe 
chat:delvered the Lamp to himin the face 7. Or rather, 


how 1will,you look God in the face when. your ſhall think. 
what means of obtaining ſalvation you have enjoyed;and 


yet are not ſaved « Remember'therefore now alt rhoſe 


wholſom counſels you have received from their mouths, 
anda :there: be any' beginnings of godlineis: in \your 


| hearts, 
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hearts, any taftspf Religion, let me remember you: of 
tyo Direttions which were ſome of the laſt he gave you, 
and write them upon your hearts. He told menot 
before his fickne(s, that he had begugat his. own houſe 
to give ſome ſhort Exhortations to you his Communi- 
cants, in which he intended (I think once in a fortnight) 
to.inſiſt upon che chief things that belong to. the eſta- 
blithing a ſoul in grace. He begun this courſe 4prz/ 14. 
and lived to give but two DireQtions, which Iſhallagain 
commend to your thoughts. 

Firſt, He deſired you to beware left you ſbould: beca 
found in the number of the giddy, or of the lazy Prov 
feſſonrs of this age and one Argument whereby he 
prefled to diligence, was this, Death is neer you , like 
to a Mole it is digging your graves under yot (10 was his 
expreſhion,) therefore whatſoever _ hand finds 20 do, 
Ao it with all your might, Ecclel.g.10, My Beloved, . 
Death may be as near to you novy, as jt was then to him, 
and therefore take heed that you be not found idle and 
uſeleſs ſervants, 

Secondly, He adviſed you to give diligence not only 
ro be ſincere Chriſtians, but alſo growing Chriſtians, and 
at leneth excel/:yt and wery exemplary. Here he dire- 
&ed you tolay the foundation well, and then intended 
£0 ſhow how to raiſe the building and ſuperſtructure up- 
on itz but God took him away before he could do thar.. 
'F beſeech you labour to be true and real Chriſtians, 
though perhaps you may not live to grow to any great 
height, no more than helived to direct you toits Look 
© your hexrts leſt there be any root ot bitterneſs that 
may make you to backflide, and remember, ashis very 
expreſſion was, That there s no ſuch Antidote againit 
Apoſtaſie , as real imtegrity and ſincerity; Yea remem- 
ber all other good Diſcourſes of his, and your other Mi- 
aiſters, that you may frame your lives —_—C 
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(76) | 
them; and grow taller (if you live ill) by ſo many 
ſhowrs. Let mealittle quicken you by this Story. Ze- 
no Cittiexs conſulted with the Oracle, how he might 
live well, and hereceived this Anſwer, & evyxeontun nic 
yezevis , If he was of the ſame colour with the dead, This 
he interpreted to mean, that he ſhould get and read all 
.the ancient Books that he could hear of, and then ſteep 
\and die his mind in their facred notions. My Brethren, 
what St.Paul1aid of Epimenides his ſentence, Tit.1.13. 
that I may ſay of this, Thi teſtimony u true. *Lookas 
like to the dead in the Lord, asever you can, and labour 
co turn your ſouls into their ſhape, Not as though there 
were not living examples and teachers which you are to 
mind { thanks be to God there are a great number here 
betoreyou) but T would with you not to forget men 
when they are dead and gone, Foy you cannot tell how 
| ſoon you muit live according to the manner of the dead, 
and not of the living, The world may prove ſo bad, 
that if you will be of their colour,you may be all, but on- 
CE me beſeech you therefore to remember his 
octrine,and his manner of life too, to tread in his ſteps, 
and be tollowers of him,as he was of Chriſt. And though 
1 have already made your patience ſweat, yet let me Ex- 
erciſe it alittle longer,and borrow ſo much time of you, 
as but toremind you of a feiy things I would have you 
1mitate. 1. Remember how great a reverence he did 
bear tothe Name of God. You ſhould not hear him. ſpeak 
ofit (I think) without alteration of his countenance,and 
the manner of his pronunciation, Learn from him not to 
take ;t up on every trifling occation, and when you have 
any ailcourſe of him, ler your mind be ſerious, and lay 
aide laugh;er and jeſting with whatſoever at another 
ume may be lawful, but not grave enough to keep com- 
pany with God, 2, Remember how {ſerious he was in 
Prayer and addreſſes untoGod. His foul ſeemed to be 
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gathered into it ſelf, and then gathered up toGod: And1 
believe you can remember that his expreflions were {auch 
chatall might joyne with him, and that he-was-not acted 
by any private, but a publick and divine ſpirit. 3. How he 
caught you to obſerve the Lords day, Notlong ago he 
entred with me 1ato a diſcourſe of that thing, and I per- 
ceived by it he had earneſtly defiredof you in ſome Ser- 
mons to ſpend thattime more religiouſly , in recounting 
the mercies of God,in telling to your Children and Ser- 
vants the great things that the Lord hath done ſince the 
beginning of the world, that they may be had in everlaſt- 
ing remembrance. But eſpecially in magnifying the good- 
neſs and wiidome of God in the glorious work of Re- . 
demption by Chriſt Jeſus, 4. Remember his Charity to 
'the Poor, to which he excited you not only in publick 
but in private,and if you could have ſeen it,by his exam- 
ple alſo, From ſome of you ſure it was that he obtained 
yearly a good ſumme for poor Scholars in the Univerſi- 
ty,not being content with doing good himſelf,unleſs you 
did reap ſome fruit too. Do not forget I ſay this Cha- 
rity, now that he is gone, bur let it be ſtill as a living 


water, 'thoughit doth not run through/the ſame hands, . - 


Fifthly, Ger a faithfull Friendif youcan; for a Friend 
was a thing, that he much loved and valued as the rareſt 
Jewel in the world next to Piety, without which no man 
can be our true Friend, A true Friend will tell you of 
your faults, he will adviſe you concernments, he 
will be to you as the Wife iy'your Boſnhme, He may in- 
deed ſometimes be more deare thenche neareſt relation 
which, we have, and there is a Friend that ſticketh cloſer 
then a Brother, or whatſoever name of lovyethere is in 
the world. And therefore itis obſervable that in the x3, 
Dext. 6. he is putin the laſt place as the chiefeſt of all 
relations, If thy Brother, or thy Son, or thy Daughter, 
or the Wite of thy boſome,or thy Friend whichis as thy 
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own ſoul, entice thee fecretly, ſaying, &c.' Iris very 
dear that Moſes jiles up by ſteps from the loweft'to the 
higheſt, from a Brother of the ſame venter, to a Child, 
and thento a Wife, and at aſt toa Friend, as the high- 
eſt of all: Andit is likewile clear, thata Man and Wife 
are þut one fleth, but a Man and his Priend are one ſoul, 
and therefore unle{(s they be friends as well as Man and 
Wife, there is a greater love then theirs; 'but when both 
theſe conſpire together, the relation of a friend and cf 
Conſorts too, then it is the higheſt of all love, and the 
Image of the. love that is between Chriſt and his 
Church, 

Friendſhip is ſuch a ſacred thing, that though weare 
ſometimes miſtaken in our choice, yet it is not fit to ſnap 
the bones aſunder,but pory to diſſolve them, that there 
may be {ome4ove afterward, So Carday profeſieth that 
he would neyer rend and tear a falle friendſhip in pieces, 
but would fairely unlooſe it,and pick the threds by which 
they were ſown together. I have faid more of this then 
of the reſt becaule 1t is {o rare, and we are moſt apt to 
talk of the thing we love, 

Toconclude this my addreſs to you, Let me preyaile 
with you to remember but this in Generall, how he 
commended Religion to you both in his words, and in 
his practiſe, as the lite of the ſoul, as the ſoul of friend» 
ſhip,as the belt friend of men, and the beſt natured thing 
and julleſtof humanity in the world, Tr did not appear 
in him withits face all clouded, with looks ſable and fad, 
with eyes heavy er diſtorted ; but he repreſented ir 
as the very joy of ones heart, the marrow of our bones, 
and that which gives health to all our fleſh. Methinkes 
it ſhould make you all in love with Religion, -when you 
remember how chearfull, how pleaſant, and T had almoſt 
faid,how ſporttull a thing it ſeemed. When we have once 


tained to the true guſt and relbſh of it; a man that ſhall 
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perfvade vs:taforfake it, (hall be like to him hid in 

love with his awa Dreains,& would perfivade usiritothe | 
Paradiſe of fools. And if at-any time you be ſad, O whiF 
ſweet things are thofe tears? how full of joy are thoſe 
ſorrows 2 they are but likea Cypreſs caſt over a beauti- 
full face, or at the worſt but likethe clouds which cover 
the tace of the Sun-cr a while, that it may be more ac- 
ceptable whea it ſhines, and beſide they water the Earth 
with their ſhowres, which make it flouriſh and ſpring the 
better. 

But there are fome other here- preſent, who will ex- 
pect a few words from me, and therefore I maſt. 
theſe things over without any further enlargements] 

Thirdly, To you then who were his Auditors and 
Friends, let me ſay that I hope you have learned by his 
inſtruction to chuſe agother Guide if you want" qnetn 
your own Pariſhes; and that-you cannothondur his ac- 
quaintance more, then. by a devout and ſtrict life, and 
walking orderly and peaceably according tothe Goſpell, 
I am (uce he loved his Friends with an ardent love, and 
he was as void of complement, as-he was of gall. 'And: ' 


' therefore love his _— and labourto do thatwhich 
le 


you think would havepleaſed him beſt, if he had ſtillliv- 
ed. And whartis that? as St. Fohy ſaith concerning his 
Children, fo would he have ſaid of his Friends, I have 
no greater. joy then to hear that you walk in the truth, 
3-Epiſt.v.4. and'thetefore he ſaith v.11, Beloved follow 
nat that which # evill, but that which i good, He that 
doth good i of Godbut hethatdoth ewill hath not ſeen God. 
. . Fourthly, Tohis Relations I need only (ay that I need 
ſay _— For thould'T: ay! remember him -alas ! 
he'was-ſo dear, thatthey cannor forget him. 'Shall-I ſay 
be of good comfort?! their- piety is ſo great, that it will 
let them want no” Cordials, - Shall 1 bid them;prepare 
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COMING 


* & 
*% bs ; 5 SY 
8 SE Br _ 


* —_— © $ La » 4 Air! o <4 ” 
r > *"- TH 4 » ol 4, Fe 0 
up af. 4 < 4 7 ws : . . 3,4 > 5 "ti54 » a 
bs * | # p * . x i 1 , 
ntak hos: Lk | F 
; F v ; © 
LU 


3 ; "IM . Thaye My enough, -bating WEST "v5 a 
Ra ing ſo mach... arore made mobil Fax love mtg . | 
48 - me eak it» And O thatve coutd-all how that we loved | ; 
| _ -our tears'!- ©: chat. we could; all water his hes 
| WIN affefionnc 6dhovres, (that -but Roſes 
=: + JoIEts. 8 [Sow ipod us Gr iiSHiame. | 
- Ne belke aſweer perfume, «0a: Na violate-thze I 
a Freciopers ghy as Ty peſtientbreath, May -* * 
_ = LE dear friend !.ma ____ alhes 
IS an indir "2 ſay; thy. memory-be alwayes 
| payiop , AL Liveand co. as es 


"> 


£ 
6 
» 


: +. 
ue, i# , -"* 
pg # 
% 
ba 


_—  — — — 


— — 


